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Swamped: Rainwater stagnating at the Sri Mangalanathaswamy Temple in Ramanathapuram district, Tamil Nadu, on Wednesday. The
district saw torrential rain throughout the day owing to a cloudburst. L. BALACHANDAR
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Cloudburst

e Cloudburst refers to an extreme, sudden rainfall over a small area in a short amount of
time. The term is often used when the rainfall is exceptionally heavy, typically more
than 100 millimeters (4 inches) in less than an hour.

e This can lead to flash floods and significant damage to infrastructure, agriculture, and
sometimes result in casualties.
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e Cloudbursts occur when the atmospheric conditions are conducive to rapid and
extreme condensation of water vapor, leading to the sudden release of a large volume
of water.

e The primary factors include high humidity, rapid vertical lifting of air, and cooling of air
masses at higher altitudes.

e Cloudbursts commonly occur in mountainous regions, particularly in India in states like
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Kerala.
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Causes of Cloudbursts

e Geographical Conditions: Mountains or hilly areas have a higher likelihood of
cloudbursts because of the steep slopes and rising air currents that cause rapid
cooling and condensation.

¢ Climate Change: Climate change has led to unpredictable weather patterns and
increased rainfall intensity, making cloudbursts more frequent and intense in certain
regions.
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e Monsoon Winds: During the monsoon season, moisture-laden winds from the sea,
when forced upwards by mountain ranges, cause intense rainfall.
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Deadline looms for climate summit negotiators
seeking a deal for funds to check global warming

GS Paper |lI: Environment
BAKU

With time running out, ne-
gotiators at the United Na-
tions annual climate talks,
COP-29, on Wednesday re-
mained mired in the maze
of a trillion-dollar money
problem, turning to host
Azerbaijan to lead the way
to daylight with a promised
map to be released in the
dark of night.

Vulnerable nations are
seeking $1.3 trillion to deal
with damage from climate
change and to adapt to that
change, including building
out their own clean-energy
systems. Experts agree that
at least $1 trillion is called
for, but both figures are far
more than the developed

world has so far offered.
After 10 days of talks,
the host presidency of
COP-29 promised a draft
proposal around midnight
local time, which they ack-
nowledged will be far from
final and have many deci-
sions still to be made.
German special climate
envoy Jennifer Morgan late
on Wednesday afternoon
put the onus on the COP-29
presidency. “Much is really
now in the presidency’s
hands and the options that
they will put in front of us,
the text that will come
out,” Ms. Morgan said.

‘Not enough’

Diego Pacheco Balanza,
the chair of the Like-Mind-
ed Developing Countries
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Global concern: An activist takes part in a demonstration for
climate finance at the COP-29 summit in Baku on Wednesday. AP

negotiating bloc, said the
group was also hearing a fi-
gure of $200 billion in ne-
gotiating corridors. That's
not enough, he said. “De-
veloped countries whose

legal obligations it is to pro-
vide finance continue to
shift their responsibility to
developing countries,” Mr.
Pacheco Balanza said.
Alden Meyer of the Eu-

ropean think tank E3G
summed up the state of ne-
gotiations on Wednesday
by saying the word of the
day at the talks is “circle...
as in going around in
circles."

Juan Pablo Hoffmaister
of the Environmental De-
fense Fund said “the frus-
tration is palpable” as time
starts to run out.

Mr. Hoffmaister, a form-
er negotiator for develop-
ing countries, said that
while potential climate fi-
nance goals are finally out,
it is still unclear how they
will be delivered — loans,
grants or other means.
“We need to fix this over
the next 72 hours,” he said.

The summit concludes
on November 22.
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UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change)
Historical Background and Establishment

e The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was adopted during
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also
known as the Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992.

e It became the first multilateral legal framework to address climate change.
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Objective

o UNFCCC aims to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the
atmosphere to prevent dangerous anthropogenic (human-induced) interference
with the climate system.
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Membership

o The Convention currently has 195 parties (194 countries and the European
Union), reflecting a near-global commitment.
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Key Principles

o Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR): Developed and
developing countries share responsibilities but differ in their capabilities and
contributions.

o Sustainability: Sustainable development is integral to climate action.

o Precautionary Approach: Lack of full scientific certainty should not delay
measures to combat climate change.

o Equity: Fair distribution of efforts among nations.
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Structure of UNFCCC

o Conference of the Parties (COP): The supreme decision-making body that
meets annually.

o Subsidiary Bodies: These advise and assist COP in technical and policy
matters.

o COP Bureau: Deals with procedural and organizational matters.

o Parties: Countries that have ratified the Convention.
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Key Developments under UNFCCC

o Kyoto Protocol (1997): Legally binding emission reduction targets for
developed countries.

o Paris Agreement (2015): Aimed at limiting global warming to 1.5-2°C above
pre-industrial levels.

o Doha Amendment (2012): Extended Kyoto Protocol's commitment period.

o FAR GRYFIA (1997): fAHfAd et & fAT &l &7 @ SETHRT 3chold
Held d8g|
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Recent Updates

o COP28 (2023): Focused on scaling up renewable energy and climate finance.

o Global Stocktake: Evaluating collective progress under the Paris Agreement.

o Loss and Damage Fund: Establishment of a fund to assist vulnerable
countries in addressing climate change impacts.

o COP28 (2023): FAHUNT Foll 3R STearg fad & Feld W e higd|
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Planetary crisis puts children at risk: UNICEF report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The world is facing an un-
precedented planetary cri-
sis with nearly half the
world’s children - about
one billion - living in coun-
tries that face high risk of
climate and environmental
hazards, said the UNICEF’s
State of the World’s Chil-
dren 2024 (SOWC-2024) re-
port,  released  on
Wednesday.

The report examines
impact of three long-term
global forces — demo-
graphic shifts, climate and
environmental crises, and
frontier technologies -
which it claims will have a
profound effect on chil-
dren’s lives between now
and 2050.

The report notes that
climate  destabilisation,
biodiversity collapse and
widespread  pollution
threats are intensifying
globally.

“Children are confront-

Future of
childhood

India and China
will remain the
two countries with
the most children
in the 2050s, even
as the number of
children will have
dropped by about
106 million in India
and by 203 million
in China
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(in million)

china [ 11
Nigeria - 132
Pakistan _ 129
Republ?ccg;%c(;sgg - 10
Ethiopia - 82
United States - 73
indonesia [ 72

United Republic
of Tanzania .56

Bangladesh - 49

Note: Countries which may have the largest number of children in the 2050s

ing a more unpredictable,
hazardous  environment
than any previous genera-
tion,” it warns.

Explaining the adverse
impact, UNICEF said that
children’s developing bo-
dies are uniquely suscepti-
ble to these hazards.

From before their first
breath, children’s brains,
lungs and immune systems
are vulnerable to pollution
and extreme weather. Air

SOURCE: THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN 2024, UNICEF

pollution is especially
harmful to children; its im-
pact on their respiratory
health and development
can last a lifetime.

Rising temperatures in-
crease mosquito popula-
tions, spreading diseases
such as malaria, dengue
and Zika. Floods contami-
nate water supplies, lead-
ing to waterborne diseas-
es, which are a major cause
of death for children under

five years of age. Extreme
weather limits food pro-
duction and access, in-
creasing children’s risk of
food insecurity. Climate-re-
lated disasters can also
cause feelings of helpless-
ness, trauma and anxiety
in children, the report
notes.

“Since 2022, 400 mil-
lion students around the
world have experienced
school closures due to ex-

treme weather. In addition
to violating child rights, in-
hibiting learning stifles
economic growth. Climate
and environmental ha-
zards also displace chil-
dren from their homes,”
the report states.

Additionally, it notes
that by the 2050, the glo-
bal child population is pro-
jected to stabilise at
around 2.3 billion. Howev-
er, this global figure ob-
scures  regional  shifts
where while South Asia
will remain one of the re-
gions with the largest child
populations, it will be
joined by eastern and
southern Africa, as well as
western and  Central
Africa.

“These regions already
struggle to meet children’s
basic needs, while also fac-
ing significant climate risks
and lacking adequate digi-
tal infrastructure,” says the
report adding that with
fewer young dependents
relative to workers, more

resources could be freed to
support children and boost
the economy.

On frontier technolo-
gies, the report notes that
artificial intelligence, neu-
rotechnology, next-genera-
tion renewable energy and
vaccine  breakthroughs
could significantly improve
childhood in the future.

“Digitalisation can em-
power children but it can
also expose children to on-
line risks, including sexual
exploitation and abuse,”
the report cautions.

It adds that over 95% of
people in high-income
countries are connected to
the Internet, compared
with barely 26% in low-in-
come countries. Infras-
tructure limitations, high
costs and permission bar-
riers continue to impede
progress. This digital ex-
clusion threatens to exa-
cerbate existing inequali-
ties, especially in regions
with rapidly growing child
populations.

Planetary Crisis Puts Children at Risk: UNICEF Report
THT Whe Todi H N@A # T W@ 3 IAa® R

e The world is facing an unprecedented planetary crisis, with nearly half the world’s
children — about one billion — living in countries that face high risk of climate and
environmental hazards, according to the UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children
2024 (SOWC-2024) report, released on Wednesday.
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e The report examines the impact of three long-term global forces — demographic
shifts, climate and environmental crises, and frontier technologies — which it
claims will have a profound effect on children’s lives between now and 2050.

Rare dfier dmfas IR afFaat — sawfEadhr wRade, seary 3k w&eeiT
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e The report notes that climate destabilisation, biodiversity collapse, and widespread
pollution threats are intensifying globally.
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e “Children are confronting a more unpredictable, hazardous environment than any
previous generation,” it warns.
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o Explaining the adverse impact, UNICEF said that children’s developing bodies are
uniquely susceptible to these hazards.
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e From before their first breath, children’s brains, lungs, and immune systems are
vulnerable to pollution and extreme weather.

TEell W ol & Ugel &1, gedl @ AfedsH, $E3 3R afawaT a7 wguor i @ Atww
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e Air pollution is especially harmful to children; its impact on their respiratory health and
development can last a lifetime.

A 9GWYT gedi & [T fAY &9 & gIaRe ¢ SHH GHIT 3ot awe TR AR
e o) Sfaes 7§ T B

e Rising temperatures increase mosquito populations, spreading diseases such as
malaria, dengue, and Zika.

gl
e Floods contaminate water supplies, leading to waterborne diseases, which are a
major cause of death for children under five years of age.
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e Extreme weather limits food production and access, increasing children’s risk of food
insecurity.
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Climate-related disasters can also cause feelings of helplessness, trauma, and
anxiety in children, the report notes.
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Impact of Climate Crisis on Children’s Education and Demographics
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Since 2022, around 400 million students worldwide have experienced school
closures due to extreme weather. This violates child rights, inhibits learning, and
stiffes economic growth. Climate and environmental hazards also displace children
from their homes.
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By the 2050s, the global child population is projected to stabilise at around 2.3 billion.
However, regional shifts indicate that while South Asia will remain a region with a large

child population, it will be joined by eastern and southern Africa, as well as western
and Central Africa.
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These regions already struggle to meet children’s basic needs, face significant
climate risks, and lack adequate digital infrastructure. With fewer young dependents
relative to workers, more resources could be freed to support children and boost the
economy.
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Role of Frontier Technologies in Children’s Future
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Frontier technologies such as artificial intelligence, neurotechnology, next-
generation renewable energy, and vaccine breakthroughs could significantly improve
childhood in the future.
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o Digitalisation can empower children but also exposes them to online risks, including
sexual exploitation and abuse, the report cautions.
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Digital Divide and Inequality
fBfoea fasmee 3R srAEar

e Over 95% of people in high-income countries are connected to the Internet,
compared with barely 26% in low-income countries.

3T A e AT A 95% F HfAF AT seaic @ 9 ¢, Siafeh e mr arer qai &

g 3TR3T hdel 26% g |

¢ Infrastructure limitations, high costs, and permission barriers continue to impede
progress. This digital exclusion threatens to exacerbate existing inequalities,
especially in regions with rapidly growing child populations.
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GM crops can help fight hunger
depending on farming method

Tools like CRISPR help scientists make targeted changes to a plants genome. People are also accepting GM when the plant doesnt have foreign
genes. But the costs of regulation and ensuring nothing harmful enrers the market is still too high for instdmrtions thar dont only work for profit

Rohini Subrahmanvam

he world's population
mrowing and more people need
more food. But
indiscriminately expanding
'Q:nculmrzl land and practice is not

desirable. Cutting forests to plant more
crops will only push already-fragile
ecosystemns over the edge. Dousing fields
with icides is similarly toxic and
depletes soils and groundwarer.

e genetically modified (GMD crops
provide a way out. In the 1990s,
researchers found a way to modify a
plant’s genome and make specific
changes that prevented insects from
eating them. In the Bt cotton grown in

anx.l Bt brinjal in Bangladesh,

ts added a gene from the
m Ra(.llu< thuringiensis to the
plants’ genomes, making them produce a
toxin thar kills some insects.

Weeds threaten farms but spraying
herbicides to kill them may the craps
as well. Now there are herbicide-tolerant
{(HT) GM crops immune to some

weed killing substances, helping farmers
kill the weeds alone. Researchers can alsa
maodify crops to have higher yvield and/or
more nutrients, reducing the need to
plant more crops.

The trick of farming GM crops
The advent of GM crops has helped
farmers practise sustainable methods
while increasing food production. But
depending on the kind of GM crops being
grown, there are still broader, longer term
effects. Frederik Noack, an economist at
the University of British Columbia (UBC),
Canada, and others delved into the
scientific literature surrounding how
farming GM crops may affect human
health: and the environment.

Their review, published in Science in
August, said there are negligible adverse
health effects of actually consuming GM
crops whereas the farming methods have
complex effects.

“What's complicated about GMs is
you're not just adding a new genetic
organism, you're also adding a whole
suite of management changes that come
along with it,” Risa Sargent, an ecologist
at UBC and one of the review's authors,
said. “The evidence is that those
management cl are the nsk. not the
genetics of the organism per se.”

The use of insecticide-resis

shown low levels of risk and resulted in
farmers spraying less insecticides.

“To me, this trait is one of the more
tive stories about GM,” said Devang
hta, a plant biologist at KU Leuven in
Belgium. “If you look at India ... you see a
reduction in insecticide use. Farmers are
getting less poisoned by those insecticides
because they don’t use those insecticides
anymore.” This is important because
Indian farmers often lack specialised
protective gear.

Profit versus the environment

In some cases. however, pests can
dm\’lnp resistance to the B( lﬂxlll over
time, § 3i O incre use.
This can be countered by diversifying the
kinds of Bt crops being planted, including
areas where non-Bt crops are planted
side by-side, or by adding more genes 10
bolster the plant’s resistance to pests.

Farmers walk through the mustard field. While ind:
variety DMH-11 in 2022, the Supreme Court blocked it in July 2024, are

sell now is

one
;_Ivrnhnsn&
There is no straightforward answer to
whether these for-profit comparnies
always keep the environment in mind
when they develop and sell their HT crop
seeds and the accompanying herbicide.

For every solution, a problem
According to the review, farmers adopting
HT crops have not mitigared herbicide
use; in some cases it has even led to an
increase, especially of glyphosarte.

“Initially, people thought glyphosate
wotld be less toxic because it decavs
pretry fast if it gets into the environment,™
=aid Noack. "Now, very recent studies are
showing that it’s actually really harmtul
for human health.™

Ador of the lncreaecd use is also driven
by weeds rapidly dc v

's Genetic Engineering A

ee

Whar's complicated about GMs is
youre notjust adding a new genetic
rpanism, vou're also adding a whole
suite of management changes that
come along with

RISA SARGENT
Ecologist

Mr. Noack added. “If it's causing cancer,
we won't see that in the rat population
because the rats won't live long enough 1o
show that™

“Industry wants the release right away.
They've developed some new technology.
They want to be able to sell it, which
mak sense. That's the capitalistic driver

the herbicides. The more farmers

“If we put in just a single r
gene, you place a lot of pressure on the
pathogen to overcome that gene, bur if
you create a stack of multiple resistance
genes, it's much more dificult for the
pathogen to overcome it,” said Brande
Wl a plant and food scientist at the
King Abdullth University of Science and
Technology (KAUST), Saudi Arabiza.

The eflects are more nuanced with HT
crops, hawever. They are generally made
to resist a specific broad-spectrum
herb e
The farmers benefit because they don't
need o expend more labour and money
1o mechanically remove the weeds: they
<an just use the herbicide and not worry
about their crops dying.

This also reduces tilling, where farmers
turn the soil over to kill some we
betore planting crops. Tilling can releasse
carbon wrapped in the soil, so no-dll
agriculture reduces carbon emissions 1o
some extent.

But only a few major companies are
developing most of these HT crops in the
U.S.. so farmers don’t have much say in
which herbicide to use.

“GM can be wharever you want it to be.
But what it will be depends on who
develops it,” Mr. Noack said. “The benefit
of [HT crops] for the company is that they
also sell the herbicide. You can only use
that specific herbicide” The maost

are driven to using a specific herbicide,
including glyphosate, the more the weeds

imilar ro the antibiotic
resistance in medicine, right? Vs'he"r\’ nf

of it,” Ms. Sargent said. “But we can't just
f;lve pesticides o people and see whart
happens. Often it takes years and yvears of
very careful science to tease out the
impacts.”
Mr. Noack believes another reason

you constantly use the same 2
wyou have a big problem because the
bacteria become resistant to that,” Mr.
Mehta said. “... if you use the same
herbicide over and over in vour field, you
are building that problem slowly.”

To counter the weed's resistance
glyphosate, some GM crops have
additional modifications that equip them
to also resist dicam| a broad-spectrum
herbicide. However, dicamba is
potentially more toxic to humans and
zood at spreading around.

“If you are the neighbour of the firmer
who uses that herbicide, and you don’t
plant GM crops, it just kills all of vour

develops and spreads is if the
farmers all plant the same crops and use
the same herbicides. Crop rotation —
where farmers plant different crops in the
same area — can help reduce the reliance

ental release of GM mustard

for a single GM trait to be regulated and
eventually commerdalised), leaving most
EBovernment institutions and smaller
companies behind.

Modern tools like CRISPR help
scientists make targeted changes to a
plant’s genome, cutting the cost of
development. People are also more
accepting of GM when the plant doesn't
have foreign genes. But the costs of
regulation and ensuring nothing h.lrrnful
enters the market is still roo higl
institutions that don't enly work lur
proft.

“1 think the problem is that a lot of the
regulations, including in India, are based
on "is it a GM or it not a GM’™. It"s not
about whether s herbicide, insecticide
or nutrition,.” said Mr. Melta. “They don't
care about the trait, they care only abour
the method, which is a very black and
white wity of doing things.”

The review also found more data is
required 1o assess the true impact of GM
on biodiversity. In some places, the
number of insect pollinators has dropped
but whether that's due 1o GM crops or to
ur and/or
other drnrur\ of habitat loss is unclear.

“We have very little longitudinal data
on species wrends for almost any species.
¥For most insecrs, mast amphibians, mast

on agro-chemicals and lower res rce.

Ms. Sargent sugwested using
evidence-based precautionary measures
of pest management, which involve not
excessively using herbicides to kill every
weed in the field. “Let’s say a complete
ban on pesticides is one extreme, and
probably our current agricultural system
in many places is the other extreme.
Somewhere in the middle is an approach
such as ... or integrated pest

crops.” Mr. Noack said. ~The g
problem is each time we come up with a
new pestcide, we'll create problems
downstream ™

e in the
Scientists ascertain a pesticide’s roxicity
by testing its short-term effects on rats,
although that doesn’t reveal the full
extent of its effects. “That’s of course a
wvery different question than to see what's
the long term impact on infant health,”

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS

w . she said

“The protocol is that there's a certain
level of accepted weeds in a field thar
would be determined between a ...
specialist and the fanmer working
together.

‘A very black and white way"

The few companies that make and sell HT
crops have monopolised their
production. It’s prohibitively expensive to
regulate GM crops (more than $40 million

@PATRIOTICIAS

how would you passibly go
back and say, “here are the clear effects on
biodiversity’ when we have almaost no
dara?” Ms. Sargent asked.

Another confounding factor is that a lot
of the research on GM and biodiversity is
sponsored by industries, according to
Sargent, which is muddying the waters.

Mark Tester, a botanist at KAUST, said
many of the potential enviromnmental
effects auributed o GM crop-farming are
not unique o GM: they're just the namral
consequences of agriculture. “You carn
think of it as a war between agriculture
and nature, where we're trying to feed
eight billion people,” he said. ~We're
using the same amount of land that we
were using for feeding six billion, which
means we must increase production
efficiencies by 30%."

“Thart's definitely (‘llthrult +4
(Rohin S L
based freelance ;ournalul)
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GM Crops Can Help Fight Hunger Depending on
Farming Method

mmw*mwﬁmmg@#m
H #ACE HT hdl &

Tools like CRISPR help scientists make targeted changes to a plant’s
genome.

CRISPR a1 39&or danfast & gl & ieisr & af@ia aRada &
H Agg a1 &
e People are more accepting of GM crops when the plant doesn’t have foreign genes.

N7 e FHaT 1 37F EHER Fa § S 398 @l ST enfAer J8r gl

e The costs of regulation and ensuring nothing harmful enters the market are still too high
for non-profit institutions.

forrseT &1 o 3R TE gAY e i a9k # $o gTiasRs o 3, 3 off
IRy FEE & fow sga Ao

Need for GM Crops
o wael Y aTHdaT

o The world’s population is growing, requiring more food.

faeg i ST 9¢ W §, Y 310F et f 3aRIhar g W g
e Expanding agricultural land by cutting forests threatens fragile ecosystems.

Tl P FeH F HA T T5cl @ & Argfer TRIEATAF oF & WX # 1o g
e Excessive pesticide use depletes soils and groundwater and is toxic.

e Hre-REl T ITAT AT AR sferer A1 FhaArT ggarar & AR fAvrerd &l

How GM Crops Work
A HHe HE HH FIT §

e Bt cotton in India and Bt brinjal in Bangladesh include a gene from the bacterium
Bacillus thuringiensis to produce a toxin that Kills insects.

RA A fiY Furw 3R Fiveneer & A da1a 7 Bacillus thuringiensis SFERAT T SieT
ffer gar &, S ISt S AR aren Ay der Har gl

e Herbicide-tolerant (HT) GM crops help farmers kill weeds without harming crops.
glaamss-gfaeh (vadl) shhvwr wue FAEr FF @UAART & ARA H FAgg T &,
fS=T et @ FHArT qga|
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GM crops can also be modified for higher yield and/or more nutrients.

SNTA hgal o 3T YeEr 3R/AT 30+ dvw deal & v gnfeg far o goar g

Impact of GM Crops on Farming Methods
Tt & alisl W Svw wadt F1 99T

GM crops have helped farmers practice sustainable methods while increasing food
production.

Siea ael A A @ad el & THI F ITeled A U Wied e Fg1 &
A Hr B

According to a Science review published in August, consuming GM crops has
negligible adverse health effects.

I A YT WEW FHRT & 36TAN, SIUA BHAl & 3UHET ¥ FOELT W 7907
vfcipel YoTTd ST &

Management changes associated with GM farming, not the genetics itself, pose risks.

NTA Wl & 3 gatrer gRade, S 78, e dar ad gl

Reduction in Pesticide Use

e & 39T H HAT

Bt crops have led to reduced insecticide use, lowering farmer exposure to harmful
chemicals.

N FHAT 7 FreaAT & 3R HF FF Far g, GO Faer F1 gfaers @t
¥ HUH HH EIM T

However, pests can develop resistance to Bt toxins over time, requiring additional
measures like diversified crops or stacked resistance genes.

gTeliteh, T & Gy Hic AN RAwea et & gfa gfader Feflg &t e & Sas
e fafe vue ar ¥z yfaer e S 3faRea 3urat $r 3maegesar g &

Challenges with Herbicide-Tolerant (HT) Crops
gfaamss-ufarie (vadh) waar @ gotfaa
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HT crops allow farmers to reduce labour and money spent on weed removal.
TIE B fhATel & @IUAAR gelt & 47 3R 99 59 7 Feg Fdr ¢

They support no-till agriculture, reducing carbon emissions.

T AR F FT GHST Fch §, TN T FewiT FA @ B

Farmers have limited herbicide options, often restricted to company-sold products like
glyphosate.

Al & I gfaass fAwey AT T £, 3THAAR 9 Tdashe S Sual-fAfad
3cUTGl d |
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Concerns Over Herbicide Use

gfaass 39t g Ran

e Glyphosate, once considered safe, is now linked to human health risks.
Uge AT A ST dTel TASHINE 1 37 AlTd FARLT @A I SilsT 13 &
¢ Weeds can develop resistance to herbicides, similar to antibiotic resistance in
medicine.

TIIAIR glaassd & gfa gfakiy fGefid &t @od §, o Rifecar # vdemifes
giaRIe|

e Dicamba, a new herbicide used in some GM crops, is more toxic and harmful to
neighboring non-GM crops.

fBmar, 7o Shva wael # 39T far e aren = gidwrss, dfas R 3k
TSR IR-SIeA wHer & fov gifaers Bl

Every Solution Brings New Problems
& AT A% FATITT ATdT &

e New pesticides or herbicides often create downstream problems, necessitating
continuous innovation.

AT freaArd I1 gfaTss IR SBATIH FHEAW T ad §, Fad aRnaR dAaR
Y FLTRAT 8T B

Scientists ascertain a pesticide’s toxicity by testing its short-term
effects on rats

AT gl W AeUFIad THTET HT TH&T0T & hreaners H fAwmadr
fAuifa &= &

e Testing on rats does not reveal the full extent of the pesticide's effects.
gl W GHETUT hIcaAereh & Fefral sl G HAT 1 3AER 761 el

e Short-term tests cannot determine long-term impacts like cancer because rats
don't live long enough.

ool IETOT HFAX oI Eredhlfod THTET &1 AUROT 6T X T Fife 9g
qITCT ol GHT T Sifad e wdl

"Industry wants the release right away"

e Companies push for immediate release of new pesticide technologies to capitalize on
profits.
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Shafelal o HA & AU 7S e dhnt H [ RelieT & T gara srorch
gl
e Long-term studies are necessary but take years to uncover the actual impacts.

SraIfoleh 3TETTT 32T ¢ olfehel aIEdider YA &l ISP &lal H I8 ofFTd 21

Resistance develops due to uniform crop planting and excessive
herbicide use

AT B a3 IADF ATFaAersd 39A0T & FROT i R
g &

e Planting the same crops and using the same herbicides increases resistance in pests.
T & BHd dled AR T & 2AMhedT2leh HI 3IUANT Al A dlel H IRy Jear gl
e Crop rotation and reduced reliance on agrochemicals can mitigate resistance.

BEe ThOT IR H AT W HA AR 9o B FA T Fehll B

Evidence-based pest management suggested

HI&F-3TRT Fe yausT 1 g &7 arm

e Avoid excessive use of herbicides to kill every weed in the field.
Ud H & TUAAR H WcH Hlel & [T QATHATT I HcATh YA o Fi|

¢ Integrated Pest Management (IPM) allows for a certain level of accepted weeds in
collaboration with specialists.

Thihd HIe Jaue (IPM) FliHd BIGAaRT & U faRad Fav &1 3egAfa &ar &,
faAwAT & @ GgaeT H|

"A very black and white way"

"UF agd gl 23d-9 U TieehIor

e GM crop regulation focuses on whether a plant is GM or non-GM, not on traits like
herbicide or nutrition.

ST ®He HIA T O 360 W § {6 diarsfewr § @ 7181, 7 & sS-aiear ar
qIvoT S FI8701 OX|

e Regulation costs exceed $40 million per GM trait, limiting small companies and
institutions.

I SITH 87T & ol e e $40 fAfeas 8 31if9s g, 5w ok geu&r
3R Fufaar i egFar HfAT gdr gl

More data needed on GM crops and biodiversity

shhew wgar 3k sta fAfuar w 3rfO® 3er & 3maegwar &
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e Pollinator insect numbers have declined in some areas, but causes are unclear (GM
crops, urbanization, or climate change).

O &A1 H WETOT e dlel ISt T J&IT G 8, dfched HROT TqSC 7781 ¢ (Shea
TEel, BT IT Sefarg TR |

e Longitudinal data on species trends is minimal, making impact assessments difficult.

STl 1 ggdl W rEelideh ST wg-AaH &, [ad THa 3ehelel Hide g1 Sra
gl

Research bias due to industry sponsorship

3GANT YRS & HROT M H qaTard
e Many studies on GM crops are funded by industries, affecting reliability.
STH el W HF JEII 36NN arT [aauitd g &, e favgaeiaar geanfaa
gl &l

"A war between agriculture and nature”

3 3 T & g

e Feeding 8 billion people requires increasing production efficiency by 30% on the same
amount of land.

8 3R #lell I el & AT 38 #fA 9 30% Icurest &THAT SGTel T MaRThdT &
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An overturning of Sri Lanka’s old political order

he National People’s Power (NPP), led

by Sri Lanka’s President Anura Kumara

Dissanayake, has swept the Sri Lankan

parliamentary polls with an astounding
majority.

The NPP’s success, built on Mr. Dissanayake’s
win in September 2024 (the presidential
election), was made possible by an astute reading
of the ground sentiment, patient planning and
execution of a smart election strategy. There is
another side to this story: Sri Lanka is Asia’s
oldest electoral democracy, with universal
suffrage going back to 1931, and its citizenry, in an
awesome political swing, have not only given the
new government an overwhelming mandate but
also clearly rejected the political status quo.

The elections have, more or less, cleansed the
225-member Parliament, purging the country’s
arrogant old guard. While the NPP gained 159
seats (61.6% votes), the main Opposition Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (S]B) was reduced to 40 seats
(17.7% votes). The parties of former Presidents
Ranil Wickremesinghe and the Rajapaksas have
been crushed — five (4.5% votes) and three seats
(3.1%), respectively. The Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Katchi (ITAK) in the north and the east, which
claims to be the main Tamil voice, was reduced to
eight seats (2.3% votes), with similar electoral
haemorrhage in the hill country for the
candidates contesting from established regional
and national parties. Significantly, three women
from the hill country Tamil community have
been elected. The new Parliament will look
drastically different from the earlier stale house
of pompous old men.

Sri Lanka’s worst economic crisis since
Independence has led to unimaginable political
changes. Like Humpty Dumpty, the old political
order has had a mighty fall and cannot be put
back together. Indeed, political parties, for
decades, merely served the class interests of the
elite in Colombo, the geopolitical stakes of
powerful global actors, and the long distance
nationalist agenda of the Tamil diaspora. The
historic electoral shift radically alters the political
terrain. It cannot be business as usual any more.
Either the NPP has to deliver on peoples” huge
expectations, or risks being displaced by
polarising right-wing forces.

Historic shift
This historic election is comparable to the one in
1977 during the decade-long global economic
downturn. The right wing UNP government of
J.R. Jayewardene came to power with a five-sixths
majority in Parliament. J.R. Jayewardene, who
was the Finance Minister at Independence in
1948, had waited for almost three decades to
change the political and economic history of the
country with a new Constitution, a presidential
system and a liberalised economy.

Similarly, Mr. Dissanayake and the JVP have
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The dramatic
electoral shift
following the
Sri Lankan
parliamentary
election
radically alters
the political
terrain; it
cannot be
business as
usual any more

An Overturning of Sri
MAFHT F WA TS TGTEAT FT TGl

e The National People’s Power (NPP), led by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
has swept the Sri Lankan parliamentary polls with an astounding majority.

ey 3T FAN AR & Accd H ATl Aqed Il (NPP) o Sfieiehr &

FEGT A H A IgAT S g
e NPP’s success was built on Mr. Dissanayake’s win in September 2024 (the

presidential election), an astute reading of the ground sentiment, and smart election

strategy.
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been waiting for three decades since taking the
parliamentary path, after being decimated during
their second brutal insurrection, to finally gain
state power. The economic depression and the
people’s mass struggles for system change over
the last three years provided the perfect storm for
their rise. Will they end majoritarian policies and
finally abolish the authoritarian executive
presidency? Will they rebuild an inclusive
economy, and depart from the neoliberal project
with tremendous inequalities?

Tamil nationalist splintering

The political wave towards the NPP had started
even before the presidential elections, and a
parliamentary majority was widely expected.
However, the more surprising result was the
unimaginable shift in the northern Tamil
electorate.

The NPP has become the first national party to
win both electoral districts in the Northern
Province, historically in the firm grip of Tamil
nationalist politics. This major upset comes amid
the splintering of Tamil nationalist parties. A
recent factor was the projection of a “Tamil
Common Candidate” in the last presidential
election to avoid engaging with national politics,
supposedly to show Tamil unity and gain support
from international actors. The initiative failed
spectacularly, as only a fraction voted for them. It
further earned the wrath of its own supporters,
as its “unity” crumbled soon after with the
announcement of parliamentary elections. The
self-serving politics of all those hiding behind
‘Tamil nationalism was exposed by the record
number of parties contesting for just the dozen
seats in the north.

In reality, the fall of Tamil nationalist politics
was long overdue. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam had decimated the Tamil political
leadership, including by assassinating many
Tamil parliamentarians, and it was only the shell
of Tamil politics that remained financed by the
diaspora. These political parties could not
mobilise people on the ground, and claimed they
would deliver Tamil nationalist aspirations
through international pressure, in forums such as
the UN Human Rights Council and by lobbying in
capitals, particularly New Delhi. They
consistently failed to recognise the travails of
their long-suffering people — the disrupted
livelihoods, the abject poverty and social
disintegration with no future for the youth that
have marred the war-torn regions for a decade
and a half.

The NPP’s victory is a reckoning that people in
the north share many of the challenges faced in
the rest of the country. The Tamil political elite
claim that remittances from the diaspora have
ensured that the war-torn people are not affected
by the economic crisis.

In reality, it is a small section of the middle

class with one foot in the diaspora that receive
such remittances, while most rural communities
grapple with joblessness, hunger and school
dropouts. The NPP now has a great responsibility
to demonstrate that Colombo will finally start
addressing the travails and long-term grievances
of the ethnic minorities.

Space for change

The NPP has now been given an exceptional
mandate to deal with an unprecedented crisis. In
its long march to power, it has made many
promises including providing relief to people,
eliminating corruption, abolishing the executive
presidency, and repealing the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA). It now has the legislative
strength to bring about a new Constitution, since
a two-thirds majority in parliament is necessary
for major amendments. The new government will
have to move on a number of issues, from
addressing the economic crisis to political
reconciliation following the tragic civil war.

The economic challenges are formidable. And
while the domestic challenges are clear, the
tumultuous world order may lead to new
economic shocks. The NPP leadership would do
well to learn the lessons of its left-leaning
predecessors. The strong United Front
Government of the 1970s was wiped out in the
next election by the onslaught of a global
economic downturn and a capital strike by the
West punishing the country for embracing the
Non-Aligned Movement.

Sri Lanka is also now in unknown waters
having defaulted on its external debt for the first
time in its history. The straight jacket of an
International Monetary Fund programme with
severe austerity measures and debt restructuring
privileging powerful creditors, particularly
bondholders, allows little wiggle room. The
bureaucracy entrenched in a pro-liberalisation
state structure, may obstruct progress. The
business elite in Colombo aligned to the West are
nakedly extracting the working people and will
be looking for every opportunity to undercut the
new government.

Most of all, the global powers, whether it be
India, China or the United States, from their
vulture-like grabbing of Sri Lanka’s strategic
assets, are likely to torpedo this centre-left regime
at the first opportunity to shift the country
towards their own geopolitical interests. The
island-nation and its people have gone through
much turmoil during the past decades, and they
should be given the space to find their own
democratic way out of the crisis.

For now, these great powers need not support
the rebuilding of the country. If they can end
their cynical tutelage and hegemonic
manoeuvring, and instead focus on
democratising their own countries, that itself
would allow Sri Lanka to move forward.

Lanka’s Old Political Order

@PATRIOTICIAS
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NPP &1 Htherdl fRdat 2024 % Tsgufer Tara # 3H=s 1 Sid, STl Sra=si &
e Td F JAA AR Toh TR A I0EATT G TR oA

Sri Lanka is Asia’s oldest electoral democracy with universal suffrage dating back to
1931.

Arelepl TRIAT T FG@ AT AT dAlheid o, ofel 1931 § FaiiAs AQEHR g

The elections have transformed the 225-member Parliament, purging the old political
guard.

eATal o 225 WeFA UG Y deol [T §, el Asteiiicleh sqaedm &l gerd gul

NPP won 159 seats (61.6% votes), while the main Opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJIB) was reduced to 40 seats (17.7% votes).

NPP & 159 ®IE (61.6% de) Siteh, sfafer Heg faueh arél Al S sremasrr (SJB)
40 ®YeY (17.7% dle) de f@HAT TS|

The parties of former Presidents Ranil Wickremesinghe and the Rajapaksas secured
only five (4.5% votes) and three seats (3.1%), respectively.

qd Tsgufd e faswafde ik Torvedt @ aifical &t swaer: Fae 5 e (4.5% ake)
3R 3 HE (3.1%) A

The llankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK) was reduced to eight seats (2.3% votes), and
similar declines were seen in other regional and national parties.

goidhTs dffel 3RY &redl (ITAK) & el 8 M€ (2.3% ae) fAel, 3 3= afr &
TET grfeat & oft PRmae ¢ a1s)

Notably, three women from the hill country Tamil community were elected to
Parliament.

ik & & aerdt et ft affa wee @ e Afgere due 7 o a8
The new Parliament is drastically different from the earlier house of pompous old men.

S HHG Ugel I GHS gt Y WA fdepor 3rer el B

Impact of Economic Crisis
s dFHe 1 gHT
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Sri Lanka’s worst economic crisis since Independence has led to drastic political
changes, dismantling the old order.

AT & TqAAAT & 916 F FO@ 93 WIF FFe 7 Wl ol < A g e
Seer feam

For decades, political parties served elite class interests, global powers, and the Tamil
diaspora's nationalist agenda.

Ehl doh Tolellfder ol shad fRTa g1, IRT Afeaat 3k affer yarh &
TqSCATET Tois T TaT A &l

The historic electoral shift radically alters the political terrain and demands change.

UfgTieh FATdr deelrd o Usteiifad aReed & QU e sed far § 3R geema &
AT & g
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e The NPP must deliver on the people’s expectations or risk displacement by right-wing
forces.

NPP &I ol &7 3198737 &l QI &1 g1, o181 ol giaroradfl drehe 39 gelel Wl
der H Fohall g

Historic Shift

faef@e agama

e The election is comparable to the 1977 right-wing UNP government victory under J.R.
Jayewardene, who transformed the country with a new Constitution and liberalised
economy.

Ig YeATd 1977 & fQIorgdt UNP IR 1 Siid & Joleiid 8, Sid S.3R. SRaee o «v
afawre AR 3eR HTcyaeyr & A1Y 2 H el

e Similarly, Mr. Dissanayake and the JVP have waited for three decades since their
second insurrection to gain state power.

3T e, A B3I 3R IVP o die g2l de TaT ITet &1 SR fohaT|

e« Economic depression and mass struggles over the last three years facilitated their
rise.

I 7 3R Noa A aut & Saagst o 390 36T & A |

e Questions remain on whether they will end majoritarian policies, abolish the
authoritarian executive presidency, and rebuild an inclusive economy.

Wwwgm%%wawmﬁwaﬁﬁ,mm
Tseafd 9g I WA HLdT, 3R T gamad srdegaeyr &1 HaA0r ST

Tamil Nationalist Splintering

daffter IseardY fasrereT

e« The political wave towards the NPP had started even before the presidential
elections, and a parliamentary majority was widely expected.

v@ﬁr@ﬂﬁﬁqﬁﬁrwpaﬁmﬁ?meﬁﬁﬁzﬁ,aﬂ?wma@a
FT s IFAE A1)

o The more surprising result was the unimaginable shift in the northern Tamil
electorate.

g dieprar arelm IO 3l dffer AdSAiit F AFeq1T Icarg AT

e The NPP has become the first national party to win both electoral districts in the
Northern Province, historically dominated by Tamil nationalist politics.

NPP gl Isgrr aréf o1 a1$ & foret 3ad wid & alal garet forat & Sha grfider &
£, oY WEIRAF T A affeT Useard) T & 96 | S

e This major upset comes amid the splintering of Tamil nationalist parties.
TE §31 Seod Affe Tsgardr qifeat & st & g3 gl

e Arecent factor was the projection of a “Tamil Common Candidate” in the last
presidential election to avoid engaging with national politics and gain international
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support.
gl & feait &, Roer egufer gama # “affie siaar 33 &1 wedfa 50 3egem @
Fr s o o T TSET Toleifd & a9 3R ARATSerT FHAA gred |

¢ The initiative failed spectacularly, as only a fraction voted for them, and unity crumbled
soon after with the announcement of parliamentary elections.

g Ygel I e father W Fifh shael 913 § AW o7 Setepr AT fohar, 3R wohar
SToG & A AT T BT & d1G ¢ TS|

e The self-serving politics of those hiding behind Tamil nationalism was exposed by
the record number of parties contesting for just a dozen seats in the north.

affe Tsgag & iy Bt wardt geeifa & 39l & i geieer dieh & fow Rers
JET H UIedl & WS gl 9 399K forar |

e The fall of Tamil nationalist politics was long overdue.
AfAe Tsgard) Tereifer T I Sgd Tl & ST AIfee 2|

e The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had decimated the Tamil political
leadership, including by assassinating many Tamil parliamentarians.

fraXersr e 3ie affte §aw (LTTE) @ affiel Uoeiiiae ddea & GATCT &Y fear
o1, [FEH F5 dfAe giaer i gear afAer o)

o Tamil nationalist parties could not mobilise people on the ground and relied on forums
like the UN Human Rights Council and lobbying in capitals, particularly New Delhi,
for international pressure.

dffe Iseardr aifcar Sl @ SR &l JITfad Ael Y Tehl 3R UN AHAITOHR
qRe 3R AT &7 T A% et 7 AfET ST ARSI gag Fal W FR WFh

e These parties failed to address the issues like joblessness, poverty, and social
disintegration that have plagued war-torn regions for 15 years.

ool UIfeal o 15 adt @ Jeuared &3t # R, T 3R arnfos fFuea S wfgeel
g I H Aherar @S|

o The NPP’s victory reflects that people in the north share many challenges with the rest
of the country.

NPP #r it fearet § fr 3aX & aerder & s fRedl & wrg &8 gaAlfadt i asn
R &l

o Tamil political elites claim that diaspora remittances shielded war-torn people from the
economic crisis, but this benefits only a small middle class.

df#e Tsteifces ARSI ot &7 grar § 6 yard ¥eT & Bes are a7 & Jeuared
AN T AR Hhe T AT §, Afhed SHPT T hdd BIC HAEIH gl &l [Feldr &l

e Most rural communities face joblessness, hunger, and school dropouts.

3rfershTer IO HHET SASTRY, 3@, 3R TR S5 H TAEAT § 5 W@ ¢

) o )
e The NPP must demonstrate that Colombo will address the grievances of ethnic
minorities.

NPP & Ig fe@mar gl fo Fida) I reagegen $ fRreradl & &ifSd |
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Space for Change
TRada & o Tu=

e The NPP has received an exceptional mandate to deal with an unprecedented crisis.
NPP &l Teh YA Hahe @ faues & forw rameRor sremeer e &

e The party has promised to provide relief, eliminate corruption, abolish the executive
presidency, and repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA).

ITEr of TEA &ot, HSEAR TeA 6T, FSRI ASEUfA U8 FATCA FaA, 3R ATcdsvarg
faror fRfATs (PTA) #1 Tgg e &7 aregr T gl

e The NPP has the legislative strength to bring a new Constitution, as a two-thirds
majority is required for major amendments.

NPP & Ui T HRAYU af & fov faurh afFa & F3ife a3 gt & fow a-fes

SEA BT HTGRTHAT Bl &
e The government faces challenges like addressing the economic crisis, achieving
political reconciliation, and dealing with global economic shocks.

AR T IfAF TFhe, Teritias Ad-Aam, 3R ARaw nfds sewt o0 Al @
e gemi

e Sri Lanka has defaulted on its external debt for the first time in history.
Ao A 3 TG F Tgell I AN HOT Il H Atherar fG@rs gl

e The IMF programme, with its severe austerity measures, offers little flexibility.
IMF 153, 370 H3R q9d 3UTAT & 1Y, 95 FA STdlerdel Jelel FRl &l

e The business elite in Colombo, aligned with the West, continues to exploit the working
people.

Frdal F ARE HHSATT T, ST 9T F qry 3, AAS I Fr 6T A T
gl

e Global powers like India, China, and the United States are likely to exploit Sri Lanka’s
strategic assets.

AR, DT, 3R gFad ToF IARFT N ARTw AfFaai seiwr Air wreltfas aufeat
Gl 33T T HIRNLT FT Fehell &

e For now, these powers should cease hegemonic manoeuvring and let Sri Lanka find
its democratic path.

3l & TIT, goT ATFAAT T T[T ATelY ATl bl Jchend HHT T IHAT eliehcliTeh IECT
@relet ol aTfeu|

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

The long fight for accessibility, dignity in Indian prisons

he story of Professor G.N. Saibaba is not
T just one of a travesty of justice but is also a

glaring indictment of the cruelty faced by
prisoners with disabilities in India. His
bittersweet victory came in March 2024, when he
was finally exonerated after a decade behind
bars. But just months later, in October 2024, he
passed away.

While recounting at a press conference the
unimaginable horrors he had endured during his
incarceration, he described the challenges he had
with even basic tasks — using the toilet, fetching
water or having a bath — due to the complete lack
of wheelchair accessibility at the Nagpur Central
jail premises. His “anda cell” was so cramped that
he had to rely on fellow inmates to lift his
wheelchair, which often led to injuries.

Prisons in India have been plagued by
violence, abuse, and neglect. In 1979-80, the
infamous “Bhagalpur blindings” incidents, where
acid was poured into prisoners’ eyes, shocked the
nation. In the early 1980s, the Mulla Committee
report on prison reforms was released,
recommending extensive measures to improve
prison conditions and administration. Yet, in
typical Indian policy fashion, no substantial
improvements followed.

Stuffed prisons, appalling conditions
In 1996, a Bengaluru’s Central Jail inmate wrote to
the Chief Justice of India about deplorable prison
conditions. Consequently, Rama Murthy vs State
of Karnataka was a landmark case where the
Supreme Court of India directed the government
to address key issues such as overcrowding, trial
delays, torture, and neglect in prisons, in line
with the Mulla Committee recommendations.
Again, nearly three decades later, no substantial
progress has been made, evident in the current
state of prisons.

Indian prisons house around 5.73 lakh people,
far exceeding their capacity of 4.36 lakh, with
many operating at over 100% or even 200%

Somya Jain

Research Fellow
Disability Inclusion
and Access, Vidhi
Centre for

Legal Policy

While the
general
conditions of
Indian prisons
have always
been abhorrent
for all prisoners,
those with
disabilities face
even greater
challenges

capacity (National Crime Records Bureau, 2022;
Maharashtra Prison Department, 2024). While
the conditions of Indian prisons have always been
appalling, they are exacerbated for prisoners with
disabilities. Prisoners with disabilities are easy
targets for abuse and violence from other
prisoners and prison staff. Their special needs are
simply ignored when they need special assistance
with essential daily activities. While the
government lacks data on the number or the
condition of prisoners with disabilities, there are
numerous news reports highlighting the
challenges they encounter. One of the most
prominent examples includes Father Stan Swamy
who had Parkinson’s disease and was denied
essential assistive items such as a straw and a
sipper during his imprisonment, making it
difficult for him to eat and drink.

Further, prisoners with disabilities also
encounter rampant inaccessibility. A 2018 audit of
the Tihar, Rohini, and Mandoli jails in Delhi
conducted by the Nipman Foundation
highlighted accessibility gaps such as the
unavailability of functional wheelchairs,
inaccessible prison cells, toilets, mulagat rooms,
and recreational spaces, and water coolers
located on floors which lacked accessible entries.

Rights that are only on paper

All prisoners in India have the right to equality,
freedom and life and personal liberty, as
enshrined in the Constitution, a principle upheld
by the Supreme Court in multiple judgments.
Notably, in Upendra Baxi vs State of U.P. (1983),
the Court affirmed that prisoners have the right
to live in humane conditions with dignity.

As regards prisoners with disabilities, India has
obligations under various international covenants
for the protection of their rights. The Nelson
Mandela Rules (2015) require prison
administrations to make reasonable
accommodations and adjustments for prisoners
with disabilities. The United Nations Convention

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
prohibits torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment for persons with
disabilities. These obligations are reflected in the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016
which requires the state to protect persons with
disabilities from abuse, violence, exploitation,
and the denial of food and fluids. Thus, the denial
of a straw and sipper to Father Stan Swamy
constituted a clear violation of the law.

The Ministry of Home Affairs’ Model Prison
Manual (2016) also specifies dignified living
conditions in prisons. In July 2024, the Ministry
further issued the ‘Accessibility Guidelines for
MHA Specific Built Infrastructures & Associated
Services for Police Stations, Prisons & Disaster
Mitigation Centres’ outlining detailed
requirements to make prison facilities accessible.

While the rights of prisoners with disabilities,
both against abuse and for accessibility, appear
promising on paper, they are seldom enforced
like many other pieces of social welfare legislation
in India. Had the reality been different, Prof.
Saibaba would not have suffered the way he did
as a person with disability.

A lack of political will

Many in society believe that cruelty to prisoners
is deserved, fuelling a troubling indifference that
undermines the political will for prison reforms.
However, the message to the state is clear:
compliance with the law, in spirit and in
substance, is non-negotiable. Regardless of
political will, all prisoners, including those with
disabilities, are the responsibility of the
government. Given that ‘prisons’ is a State
subject, State governments bear the explicit
responsibility to ensure that the rights of
prisoners with disabilities are upheld. It is critical
that the suffering endured by Prof. Saibaba is a
wake-up call for state authorities to reevaluate
and reorient their attitudes toward prisoners with
disabilities.

The Long Fight for Accessibility, Dignity in Indian Prisons

AR Sl # 9ga AR AR F v ar Fod

(GS Paper IlI: Vulnerable Section fo Society and Their Rights)

e The story of Professor G.N. Saibaba highlights the cruelty faced by prisoners with

disabilities in India.

WIhER STl TTEETET T el AR F feaior it garT gel S FAT A IR

Xl gl

e In March 2024, after a decade of imprisonment, he was exonerated but passed away in

October 2024.

AT 2024 H 8 ATl HiT Fa F d1G 3ot a1 HIN &A1 a1, oifeheT a8 rargaw 2024

# s g |

e During his imprisonment, Saibaba faced unimaginable challenges, including lack of
wheelchair accessibility in Nagpur Central Jail.

e & BRI HEHTET H ARG Feel il A FITUI 9§ 1 F# Afed rhed=ig

HISATSIT T TTHAT AT TST|
e His cramped “anda cell” forced him to rely on fellow inmates for moving his wheelchair,
leading to frequent injuries.
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AT T "IHET VA" o 3o BT 33 & U 3T Ffedt ov IR g=r e,
88 IR-SR) dic o@rar ot

Violence and Neglect in Prisons

Steit # fEar 3t 39em

Prison violence in India has a long history, with incidents like the “Bhagalpur
blindings” (1979-80) where acid was poured into prisoners’ eyes.

HRA # ST G &1 T FaT sfder &, S "HmeTaqR sans e (1979-80) forad
Hfear &r @l # vfAg srem T )

The Mulla Committee (1980s) recommended reforms for prison conditions, but
substantial improvements remain unfulfilled.

Hool WIATY (1980 & gerd) o Siell &1 FEufd gural & fow RAwRer &, dfd a3
gur 3 ol 3 B

In 1996, the Supreme Court addressed key issues in Rama Murthy vs State of
Karnataka, including overcrowding, trial delays, and torture.

1996 #, FHNHA FE o A ARE T Folted U # sfigns, goaars & & 3 Fraan
S Agel 1 wafd faa

Overcrowding and Poor Conditions

sfigens 3R wwe Rufa

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Indian prisons house 5.73 lakh prisoners, exceeding their capacity of 4.36 lakh, with
many operating at over 100% capacity.

IR Sl # 5.73 @ FAY &, TR 3eThr &THAT 4.36 a1 &, 3R &S Jel 100% &TAT
¥ IfF R T @ E

National Crime Records Bureau (2022) and Maharashtra Prison Department (2024)
data highlight severe overcrowding.

WERT IR RFS oG (2022) 3N AGRISE A Tyomer (2024) & 31ishs 7R sfigens
feara gl

Prisoners with disabilities face neglect, violence, and lack of assistance for daily
activities.

feearer gt #r 3vam, Ear 3R e afafafRat & agrar & Fer F1 T Fer

qsdr gl
Father Stan Swamy, a Parkinson’s patient, was denied essential items like a sipper
during imprisonment, causing hardship.

PIEY T T, S qiFEE F AT o F AR W maas awqe a8 &
a1, forey 3o st gfl
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Accessibility Issues in Prisons

A 2018 Nipman Foundation audit of Delhi jails (Tihar, Rohini, Mandoli) revealed
significant accessibility gaps.

2018 # fAUHeT W3S F ST fAech Fr Selt (fAers, Ao, ASrel) # Ageaqor
qgir $r GIfAAT 3PN i

Issues included lack of functional wheelchairs, inaccessible prison cells, toilets,
mulagat rooms, and recreational spaces.

AT A ey A FAY, AT A, AT, HATHT FaT IR FARST T Th
agl T HAT A AT

o)
Water coolers were often located on floors without accessible entries.

Tt & FOR IHFER 3 Hfolell R & o1 GgAS F1 HGT G AT

Rights that are only on paper
&del FETST W AlGE FUFR
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All prisoners in India have the right to equality, freedom, life, and personal liberty, as
enshrined in the Constitution, a principle upheld by the Supreme Court in multiple
judgments.

ARA # Tl St 1 A@fdeTe gaRT FAEaT, FadadT, siae 3R cafdasra saaadr &
AR o= aran B, o glier ;e S el H SR W@ gl

In Upendra Baxi vs State of U.P. (1983), the Supreme Court affirmed that prisoners
have the right to live in humane conditions with dignity.

3% gl FAH IO QAU s (1983) AFS F A FIE A IR @1 o Hedt @
FFASAS 3R Ad aRiPgfaal 7 | # 3fER B

For prisoners with disabilities, India has obligations under international covenants such
as the Nelson Mandela Rules (2015), which require reasonable accommodations and
adjustments for such prisoners.

AFaer it & o0, HRT & 9T dAedd ASAT I (2015) S 3RASET ATAAT
% ded 3¢ 3R gRuw 3k gARSE vee we A SEeRT B

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities prohibits
torture, cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment for persons with
disabilities.

wgFd Usg AFanr FfFaat F JERT | gEAaeT Ao sgiFadr & gid Irde,
FXAT, FATAAT AT HIATASAF SqGgR AT §8 W Uk T g

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 mandates the state to protect

persons with disabilities from abuse, violence, exploitation, and denial of food and
fluids.

fawarer safFaal & sffsr sffawe, 2016 Uo7 @I Ao cafddat #i gedaer,
&, anwor 3 serer aUT g @ IRT fR F FU F Sf¥ca T gl
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The denial of a straw and sipper to Father Stan Swamy constituted a clear violation
of this law.

BIeX Fe&oT T 1 ¥ 3R AT 37 30 FloleT &1 TS Seerast AT

The Ministry of Home Affairs’ Model Prison Manual (2016) specifies dignified living
conditions for prisoners.

MG AT F Al Aol AGHA (2016) H HhT & v FeATrarars sfhaer fFafai
oo gl

In July 2024, the Ministry issued ‘Accessibility Guidelines for MHA Specific Built
Infrastructures’, detailing requirements to make prison facilities accessible.

gﬂzomﬁ,ﬁamﬁ‘?gmﬁﬁwﬁﬁwﬁﬂ?mqgﬂﬁm’m@r,
TS SieT GIAemsit T Foror Tollel T INARISAIHT T Fool g

Despite these rights, enforcement remains weak, reflecting the gap between policy and
implementation in India.

goT JHTRSRT & STAS[G, Solehl IHeJUTell FAGN ¢, ST #RA A afifer AR Frawadsr & &=
T @S A g2 gl

A lack of political will

Tsieifae sTonrfdd i1
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Societal beliefs that cruelty to prisoners is deserved fuel indifference, undermining
political will for prison reforms.

AT # ¥g UROM o HdT & Ty FIAT I1IT &, IS 1 Ferdr ot g 3R o
FuRT & forw verelifas seorfda # FAN Fd g

The state must comply with the law, both in spirit and substance, as prisoners,
including those with disabilities, are the government's responsibility.

AT FT Fleled T Tele] HIGAT A AR QAT H HET AT, T ar, [oiiar et
& anfAer §, R i FAgl &1

‘Prisons’ is a State subject under the Indian Constitution, making State governments
responsible for upholding the rights of prisoners.

AR GfaU & J6d S oF U gt &1 fwd §, 50w vow e FRat F
HAFRT F FC @A F AT FFACR §

The suffering endured by Prof. Saibaba should serve as a wake-up call for authorities
to reorient their attitudes towards prisoners with disabilities.

W. FI$ETET Gary et s dsr IRERET F fov REenr Fear F ufa s effesor
T GG b AT & & H FHIA HLA AT
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Turning tide

October’s export rebound is heartening

but fresh headwinds loom large

rom a reasonably healthy show at the on-
F set of this financial year, India’s goods ex-
ports had stumbled sharply in the second
quarter, shrinking an average 5.8% over the first
two months and rising a mere 0.5% in Septem-
ber. With half the year gone by, exports were up
just 1%. In this backdrop, the 17.25% surge in mer-
chandise shipments to overseas markets through
October is a positive surprise, with the year’s se-
cond-highest tally of $39.2 billion. Trade manda-
rins have attributed the uptick to stronger de-
mand for the Christmas season in developed
markets. If this festive demand holds, at least the
next couple of months should see healthy num-
bers. With services exports rising 14.6% by Sep-
tember, official hopes of cumulative exports
through 2024-25 crossing a record $800 billion
may yet be attained. Non-petroleum exports led
the way in October with a 25.6% rise, and such
shipments have now hit the highest ever tally for
the first seven months of a year, at $211.3 billion.
The petroleum story, however, is starkly diffe-
rent and a tad puzzling. India’s oil imports rose
13.2% in October to $18.3 billion (almost 46.4% ov-
er September), while exports tanked for the fifth
straight month, by over 22% to $4.6 billion, the
lowest in almost three years. The oil trade deficit
has hit a record $13.7 billion. While one can attri-
bute the export slide to significantly lower global
oil prices vis-a-vis last year, the same should have
held true at least partly for the import bill as well,
even if higher domestic demand is factored in.
The oil influx spike has also lifted the overall im-
port bill to a fresh high of $66.3 billion, breaking
this August’s tally of $64.3 billion, which was
fuelled by gold imports. Over the past three
months, the trade deficit has widened to its se-
cond- and third-highest level. While gold imports
are likely to stay high till the wedding season
ends, oil trends and the widening import bill war-
rant closer monitoring even if the foreign ex-
change reserves situation is comfortable, and
adequate to cover about a year’s imports. The
World Trade Organization has pegged global
trade growth at 3% in 2025, relative to a 2.7% esti-
mate for this year. Apart from the slowdown in
China and festering conflicts around the world,
the biggest fly in the ointment for all such hopes
is likely to be the incoming United States adminis-
tration, with Donald Trump expected to priori-
tise the elevation of import tariffs and sops for
domestic production. India must avoid any poli-
cy gestures such as the updated laptop import
management system — it is in the works, with
possible curbs — that could draw the U.S. govern-
ment’s focus away from Mr. Trump’s primary
trade target — China.
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Turning tide
Als agaraT

*October’s export rebound is a positive surprise, with a
17.25% surge in merchandise shipments to overseas
markets, reaching $39.2 billion, the second-highest tally of
the year.

Jrgal A TAATT T GoAocUTe Ueh HRIHF IJRIA &,
foraat facelt & Arer A7 & 17.25% Jefer g3, 5 $39.2
fafeaa ae uga 18, St a¥ &1 gEr qe g7 3w g

eTrade mandarins attribute the uptick to stronger demand
for the Christmas season in developed markets.

AR AT 30 gef I [Aaad SRt 7 fraaa
"o & v Asgg AT A7 & €

o|f this festive demand holds, at least the next couple of
months should see healthy numbers.

Ife FE BT &1 HeT 6l Wl B, A 3T Fo 7 A
TIET HHS T Pl (AT T ¢
*With services exports rising 14.6% by September,

official hopes of cumulative exports through 2024-25
crossing arecord $800 billion may yet be attained.

Jar it & Rdew aF 14.6% it ggfr & ary, snfowmie
3FAIS § o 2024-25 A Tl AT $800 faferaer & Repls

FI R A TohdlT gl

eNon-petroleum exports led the way in October with a
25.6% rise, reaching $211.3 billion, the highest ever tally
for the first seven months of a year.

3Fcal 7 -der fAafa o 25.6% @ gaftr & a1 $211.3
mﬁ@mwﬁémmmwma

I HY 3T 3MTehsT T3
eIndia’s oil imports rose 13.2% in October, to $18.3 billion,

while exports dipped by 22%, reaching the lowest level in
almost three years.

ISR A ARG & el AT H 13.2% $T e g5, S
$18.3 faferas o aga 91T, Sefeh fia & 22% A fRrae
TS, S AITHT e st F gaw A= W

eThe oil trade deficit has reached a record $13.7 billion.
dd SR °1eT v RS $13.7 faferds I a5 9 &l
eThe overall import bill has risen to a fresh high of $66.3

billion, breaking the previous record of $64.3 billion in
August.
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Tl AT e $66.3 et 0o Seht T AT ITadH TR G IR §, S 30T H
$64.3 Raforae & Ao NS & asar &

e Over the past three months, the trade deficit has widened to its second- and third-
highest levels.

e et #GAT & IR wrer 39 gE AR AE TR ITIAH FR W 9GgT I
e While gold imports are likely to stay high till the wedding season ends, the oil trends
and the widening import bill warrant closer monitoring.

A FT AT AET & JAGH & 30 dob 3=d TR T Bod I AT §, Afhed doT &

FHTT 3R Fod 3T foel W e IR 6T 3Taegendr gl

e The World Trade Organization (WTO) has pegged global trade growth at 3% in 2025,
relative to a 2.7% estimate for this year.
feg samR wwes (WTO) & 2025 # dRge AR gefer 3% 3R 36 a¥ & v 2.7%
AT TR B

e Apart from the slowdown in China and festering conflicts around the world, the

biggest fly in the ointment for all such hopes is likely to be the incoming United States
administration.

A & A IR g R AR FAT F T [ FUS & 30, 37 F 3FAET &
foT Fad 37 WRT IANFT T &7 el 2

e Donald Trump is expected to prioritize the elevation of import tariffs and sops for
domestic production.

SlTes TFT @ 3FHlE I STl @ o 3 3 et 7 gefr 3R eRel Seures & fav
FEIATE ITITHRAT 37|
e India must avoid any policy gestures, like the updated laptop import management

system, which could draw the U.S. government’s focus away from its primary trade
target, China.

AR F fRAT off AN fr TIET T TTaT AR, Y 3943RT Ui HATd JaerT
JoOITel, ST 3ARFT FIHR T CIT 30 HET AR a8 il & geT Heel &

Arrest of Actor Kasthuri for Hate Speech

HAAAT FEGH A gom awor F faw FRwardy
[GS Paper II: Fundamental Rights, Article 19 (1) (a)]

o Kasthuri's arrest by Greater Chennai Police in Hyderabad on November 17 raised
concerns about hate speech and freedom of expression.

17 e T gerale H HHAT HEQU HT I Aeets Yo GarT FREAT = gom

aTyor 3 fAeafEda Y Faaadr W gara 3a10)

e The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court rejected her plea for anticipatory bail,
making the arrest seem inevitable.
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Grind along

Arrest should not be the reflexive
response of the state in all cases

Chennai Police in Hyderabad on Novem-

ber 17 — she was granted bail by a metro-
politan magistrate in Chennai on Wednesday —
raises questions over hate speech and the right to
freedom of expression. Just a few days earlier, her
arrest seemed inevitable after the Madurai Bench
of the Madras High Court rejected her plea for an-
ticipatory bail, which she had sought fearing pol-
ice action for her distasteful and derogatory re-
marks on the Telugu community at an event in
Chennai earlier this month. The High Court did
not accept her apology, but concluded that her
speech “clearly hovers around hate speech” with
“...no genuine attempt [on her part] to apologise
for using such a bad and intemperate language”.
One cannot but agree with the High Court’s posi-
tion of the need for speakers using public plat-
forms to observe caution in this age of social me-
dia, as “what is said becomes a permanent
record”. The context that the actor touched upon
was about the migration of people, and if anyone
is keen on making a point on such a serious mat-
ter, they ought to do their homework and consult
historical works of eminent historians and ar-
chaeologists. Every public speaker has to inter-
nalise the importance of exercise of restraint in
thought and words. Public personalities have a
responsibility to ensure that their words do not
instigate any social group. But arrest should not
be the reflexive response of the state in every in-
stance of transgressions by citizens.

Three months ago, the Supreme Court of India
had held that “bail is the rule and jail is an excep-
tion even in money laundering cases”. The Mad-
urai Bench could have kept this principle in mind
before dismissing the actor’s petition. Subse-
quently, the authorities could have looked at the
matter afresh. But in her case, a special team was
formed to make the arrest. The need for custodial
interrogation did not arise in view of the availabil-
ity of basic material with the police. Any attempt
by her to tamper with witnesses is unlikely. Nor
has there been any visible law and order problem
following her speech. It was against this back-
drop that her arrest appeared untenable. Howev-
er, it was a matter of relief that the prosecution,
on Wednesday, did not object to her getting the
bail. The Kasthuri episode should remind public
speakers that while the principle of the freedom
of expression is vital to any democratic and vi-
brant society, its existence is bound by reasona-
ble restrictions. The state too should not rush to
curtail individual freedoms at the first sign of
transgression by citizens. The wheels of justice
can grind exceedingly fine without being forced
to turn hurriedly by the law enforcement agen-
cies.

T he arrest of actor Kasthuri by the Greater
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HET 81§ FIC Y AGY T o 3oTehy HfAT FATTT T ATiRIHT

TiReT R &, FT8 PREAIRY 3aRE™ a6 o9t

. The High Court did not accept her apology, stating her
speech “clearly hovers around hate speech”.

BT FNE 7T 3Th! ATHY I TAHR g1 fohar 3R Fer fF 3eTer

HIYOT “gOIT YT o 3HIH TS T F FAT |
. The actor's comments were on migration, and public
figures must ensure their words do not incite any social group.

3RS Fr eeaforar e W oY, 3tk aaefas geaar &
fSFACl § T 3 319el erscl @ fordll o rATfare |og &1 3dfold
T &I

o The Madurai Bench should have considered that bail is
the rule and jail is an exception.

#gt ST @ 38 eyl W fGuR ST d1ige o o Favta
s ¢ 3k S 3vae 1

. The Supreme Court of India also emphasized that bail is
the rule, even in money laundering cases.

HRA & Hafed FATET o 7 Fgl o6 JAEd G §, Jg1 a5
for #=lt difeger At 7 &)

. The arrest seemed unnecessary, as the police had the
basic material to handle the case.

IREA 3reraeas oer W@ N, Fifs gfaw & o A i
HoTe & faw giadr awwf o)

o It was a relief that the prosecution did not object to her
bail.

g Ugd T a1 &Y TF JTHAIST 98T o 3hr SAATAT IR 31T
Tl |

. The Kasthuri episode highlights the need for balancing
freedom of expression with reasonable restrictions.

FE THIOT HiFafFd hr Fadan 3R 3BT gfaaui & $
HJoleT T TERIAT &l 3SR T &

. The state should not quickly curtail individual freedoms
at the first sign of transgressions.

TS AT AN GIRT Sectel & Ygo Hohd W qfFdara
TAAAAIN BT HPTAIT 7ET A ARV

e Thejustice system can function effectively without being rushed by law enforcement

agencies.

Y FGEYT Flefed Faclel TSN SaRT STecl H of v S & Sracfg vemdr &7 &

FIH F ohal gl
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Clearing the air on Delhi’s pollution crisis

ince 1984, when M.C.

Mehta filed a public

interest litigation petition,

there has been a flurry of
activity to combat air pollution
beginning in October and then a
long lull. A lot has been achieved,
but the growing economy and
population have outpaced these
measures. This is not unique to
Delhi. Los Angeles established its
air pollution control programme
in 1947 and currently remains
among the worst in the U.S., both
for PM 2.5 and ozone. The lesson
is that urban toxicity is a ‘wicked
problem’ where the problem itself
is debated and requires long-term
measures.

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) began the process of taking
anew look at an old problem by
asking the government to list the
causes of air pollution. However,
the National Clean Air
Programme, launched in 2019
with its “collaborative and
participatory approach,” focus on
monitoring, set targets,
emergency measures, and
inclusion of international
organisations, has made minimal
impact.

The Supreme Court held the
right to a clean environment and
good health is an inherent part of
the fundamental right to life and
personal liberty. This is the
context of judicial review moving
from guiding government
decisions to implementing them.

The court has asked pertinent
questions: despite compliance
reports why results on the ground
are negligible and what the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM), set up in
2021, is doing? It has been dealing
with the symptoms developing
linear solutions and not
responding to interdependent
causes driven by rapid
urbanisation. The challenge is to
move away from coordination
between discrete administrative
units and enforcement, which is
also the standard response of the
Delhi government, to
transformative action.

The population of the city and

Mukul Sanwal

served as policy
adviser to the
Executive Director of
UNEP and later to the
Executive Secretary of
the UNFCCC and was
closely associated
with Inter-Agency
Relations in the Chief
Executives Board of
the UN

The population
of the city and
the surrounding
area significantly
contributes to
year-round
toxicity because
of vehicular
emissions

and traffic
congestion

the surrounding area significantly
contributes to year-round toxicity
because of vehicular emissions
and traffic congestion. Driven by
sunlight and low temperatures, a
photochemical reaction combines
hydrocarbons from the partially
unburned exhaust of automobiles
with nitrogen oxides, a
combustion by-product, to form
ozone. This concentration of
particulate matter (PM 2.5) causes
serious health problems.

Dispersed sources

In Delhi, Los Angeles, and Beijing,
60% of toxicity comes from
vehicles. Another 20% comes
from soil dust and less than 20% is
from other sources. Stubble
burning is temporary and official
data show its share in Delhi’s PM
2.5 was less than 1% on October 17,
prompting the Delhi government
to set up committees for dust
control.

The usual response to point
sources of pollution — legislating
new technology and enforcing
stringent prosecution — does not
work for dispersed sources, which
have a strong societal component
and few viable options. For
example, 35 years ago, when new
vehicle emission standards were
being discussed, Rahul Bajaj
argued that his foreign
collaborator was not parting with
technology and that he needed
two years to develop his own. The
government successfully
explained the situation to
Parliament and the court.

Today, the farmers of Haryana
and Punjab are in a worse
situation. To conserve
groundwater, they are required to
delay sowing, reducing the time
between harvesting and planting
the next crop, and technological
solutions have not worked.

The Supreme Court is not
adjudicating between the
fundamental rights of the farmers
and those of the residents of Delhi
to implement a management plan.
We have a case of goal
displacement, with Haryana and
Punjab being pushed to bear the
burden of providing clean air to

Delhi, even as Delhi itself is not
being similarly prodded.

Delhi is facing the classic
bureaucratic response to a
complex political problem.
Cosmetic steps, unverified claims,
statistical compliance, and shifting
responsibility, were earlier noted
by the NGT. This raises the
question of whether the CAQM
can discharge a political function
for the needed hard choices.

A review of Beijing’s approach
to controlling air pollution by the
United Nations Environment
Programme provides useful
lessons. The population sizes of
both cities are comparable, and
Delhi shares with Beijing, and
other cities, the three stages of
dealing with urban air pollution as
a long-term task. It begins with
end-of-pipe air pollution control,
gradually moving to integrated
measures targeting primary
pollutants, with the government
playing the main role. Later, the
focus shifts to secondary
pollutants, or particulate matter
leading to toxic smog, primarily
PM2.5, which requires a regional
mechanism, our current stage.
The similarity ends there.

The UN review points to
Beijing’s techno-political
management system, which builds
public awareness to deal with
toxicity. First, forecasting severe
smog levels through warnings
issued at least 24 hours in advance
with over 1000 PM 2.5 sensors
throughout the city to accurately
monitor high-emission areas and
periods. Second, Beijing has over
30,000 low-floor buses, five times
the number operated by Delhi
Transport Corporation. Third,
both Beijing and Delhi, as transit
centres with no peak-hour traffic,
require additional measures to
manage regional transportation.

The Court should be mandating
the Graded Response Action Plan
and the preparation of a toxicity
management plan for the national
capital and surrounding areas
with budgetary allocations and
political endorsement rather than
episodic prosecution of farmers or
requiring smog towers.

Clearing the air on Delhi’s pollution crisis
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e Since 1984, when M.C. Mehta filed a public interest litigation petition, there has
been a flurry of activity to combat air pollution beginning in October and then a long lull.

1984 @, 51 TA.HY. AEdT & WASTAS ¥ IRAFT qraw #T ot e H I guor 4
W%Wﬁ?ﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁgﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁgﬂl

e Alot has been achieved, but the growing economy and population have outpaced
these measures.

@@mmm%mmmmmmsﬂm@m
el 15 §l

e This is not unique to Delhi. Los Angeles established its air pollution control programme
in 1947 and currently remains among the worst in the U.S., both for PM 2.5 and ozone.

Ig feeeht & fov fafise &€t &1 e Totew o 1947 # 39a a1 Sqwur fA=or s
I BT T A1 3R FAAH F Ig FARFTH PM 2.5 3R 3T & faw qe@ @ie &
T T gl

e The lesson is that urban toxicity is a ‘wicked problem’ where the problem itself is
debated and requires long-term measures.

s I8 ¢ [ Ugdl RAYFddr U ‘Sfed THEAT § STl GHET 9T 989 &l AW §
3R sua foT Qdwifas 39T 39T+ g1

e The National Green Tribunal (NGT) began the process of taking a new look at an old
problem by asking the government to list the causes of air pollution.

T gRA FAAASHIOT (NGT) & arg 9guul & SRON i I IR e & faw

THR H FEh Toh Wl FHAEIT T AT TSChI0T Y& foha]

e The National Clean Air Programme, launched in 2019, with its “collaborative and
participatory approach,” focus on monitoring, set targets, emergency measures, and
inclusion of international organisations, has made minimal impact.

T T a1 FIRFHA, S 2019 F Y& Fham I, 30t “FearemeAs 3 smefierd
TP & 1Y AMACRT, 18T fAURT e, MaTdehreieT Ut 3R 3RS
HIATSAT Y AMAT el T ehiged AT, SHeT wqTaH T ST ¢

e The Supreme Court held the right to a clean environment and good health is an
inherent part of the fundamental right to life and personal liberty.

Hafed F™TET o7 &gl [ Taea 9aTavor 3R 31 TRy &7 JAf¥eR siad 3R
IfFdITa TadFar & Al 3MWRR &1 T JFeer Fear &

e The court has asked pertinent questions: despite compliance reports why results on the
ground are negligible and what the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM),
set up in 2021, is doing?

3feTeldd o Hgcdqul Halel 381U §: 3fgurelel RO & srasje st#lle X aRome 2t
AUy § 3R AT 0T U JAWT (CAQM), T 2021 & F1iU fehar aram, &/

X Y@ 87

e The challenge is to move away from coordination between discrete administrative units
and enforcement, which is also the standard response of the Delhi government, to
transformative action.
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Al 7€ & o wagemier FEar S 3R gea & AU rerr-3renT gerafas ghgl
IR vadd & T THeIT T e Aepe, S feeell T i g gfafsar o g1

e The population of the city and the surrounding area significantly contributes to year-
round toxicity because of vehicular emissions and traffic congestion.

R 3R IA-IT & 8T FI AAHEHT qTgeT Scdoiel 3R AT STH & HROT ATl IR
1 fawreraar & FAgcaqol AT S &

e Photochemical reaction combines hydrocarbons from the partially unburned exhaust of
automobiles with nitrogen oxides, a combustion by-product, to form ozone.

PRF AT IR JerATSd & 36 T F el dlel 3cdoled I gISglhladd &l
ATBEIS ITFATSS o WY AT 3o H1 AT FHr B

e This concentration of particulate matter (PM 2.5) causes serious health problems.
T 9g1Y (PM 2.5) $T 38 Higdl & IHR FAELT AT gicll & |

e In Delhi, Los Angeles, and Beijing, 60% of toxicity comes from vehicles.
feeelt, afe vorew, 3R AifSir 7, _Averddar &1 60% feear agat & 3mar gl

e Another 20% comes from soil dust and less than 20% is from other sources.
Teh 3T 20% AT & g @ 37T & 3R 20% @ HA 3T FIdl § 37T g

e Stubble burning is temporary and official data show its share in Delhi’'s PM 2.5 was
less than 1% on October 17.

Tl STATAT TR § AR TSR s adid & o ool o PM 2.5 F 36T
RERERY 17 Jrarga 1 1% @ F4 |

e The usual response to point sources of pollution — legislating new technology and
enforcing stringent prosecution — does not work for dispersed sources, which have a
strong societal component and few viable options.

YeNUT & foig Gl T HATT FiAfhar — 78 Fie@ART I Hefeter o] HET 3R
3 AT FT — RFE@Ra @al & v F1 78 X, S v At geras
ueH 3R Fo yafod faeer g &

e The Supreme Court is not adjudicating between the fundamental rights of the farmers
and those of the residents of Delhi to implement a management plan.

Hafew ey fhaEt & #ifes #3feRI 3R oot Harfaal & #Alfas ffsRi &
dra AT € & T@T 8, S gaUe A F AN we & fav g

e The Graded Response Action Plan and the preparation of a toxicity management
plan for the national capital and surrounding areas is necessary with budgetary
allocations and political endorsement.

AT R v oolre 3R ISE erenet 3R maE F e & forw Rwmeradn
et ASAT FT IR T 3Tged iR Teifas TAdT & Ty HaTH ¢l

e Beijing’s approach to controlling air pollution provides useful lessons.
AifSier &1 TfeRIoT Ay Tewor @ AT e & fov 3Tt 9T vere e B

e The United Nations Environment Programme provides a review of Beijing’'s
management system, including the use of PM 2.5 sensors and forecasting severe
smog levels.
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VYFA ST TATAOT FRFH NG9 & JaUe YOIl 1 FHIET Yered X g, fFws P
2.5 §OX 3R M 3T T h1 wfasgaroh s arfder g

e Beijing has over 30,000 low-floor buses, five times the number operated by the Delhi
Transport Corporation.

AfSer 7 30,000 & 3AF AN-FR 9H §, T Reelt TRagar Ao ggrT F@mT = arelr
HEIT § 9 I B
e The Court should be mandating the Graded Response Action Plan and the

preparation of a toxicity management plan for the national capital and surrounding
areas with budgetary allocations and political endorsement.

ST ! A3 RETH v oalre 3R TS TS 3R 37a9rd & 8331 & fow
RYTFaar e AT T ST H T 3TdeT 3T Taredifas gadaT & gy dfary
FT AR
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T.N. hearwave policy is only a start

Government’s policy provides short-term relief but lacks long-term measures

| STATE OF PLAY

Vasudevan Mukunth
mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

du government notified

extreme heat as a State-
specific disaster. As things
stand, the decision is good be-
cause it allows those at risk of
heat-related morbidity or
mortality to avail institutional
mechanisms and recompense
in the event of a deadly heat-
wave. This expands the State’s
responsibility to guarantee
public welfare to the new and
unique threats posed by cli-
mate change. But there are al-
s0 reasons to wait and watch.

First, the gazette notifica-
tion says the government will
provide “medical care includ-
ing supply of oral rehydration
solution packets” and “drink-
ing water in water kiosks”.
These are incentives in the
policy, but there are no sanc-
tions should the State fail to
act appropriately or in the
event that these measures are
deemed insufficient.

The next paragraph in the
notification is more illuminat-
ing: that a heat-related death
is diagnosed “based on a his-
tory of exposure to high am-
bient temperature and the
reasonable exclusion of other
causes of hyperthermia”.
Further, “diagnosis shall be es-
tablished from the circum-
stance surrounding the death,
investigative reports concern-
ing environmental tempera-
ture, and/or measured ante-
mortem body temperature at
the time of collapse™.

Estimares of a hearwave’s
deadliness are typically based
on the extent to which the am-
bient temperature deviates
from the historical average ata
specific location and the num-
ber of lives lost during and be-
cause of the heatwave. This is

l n October, the Tamil Na-

Tamil Nadu

a tricky, even devious, combi-
nation as illustrated by the ac-
companying rider: “to the rea-
sonable exclusion of other
causes of hyperthermia”.

A heatwave injures and/or
kills by first pushing more vul-
nerable people over the edge;
the less vulnerable are further
down the line. The new policy
is presumably designed to
help the State catch those
whose risk exposure the State
has not been able to mitigate
in time. However, the goal
should be to altogether reduce
the number of people requir-
ing such catching. The policy
lacks the instruments to guide
the State toward this outcome.

This detail serves as a cru-
cial reminder: this is well be-
gun, and well begun is half
done. But bearing in mind go-
vernments’ penchant for tak-
ing isolationist views of how
climate change affects the pe-
ople, there is value in keeping
what remains pending in
sight.

As a second example, the
policy skirts the State’s res-
ponsibility by limiting itself to
the consequences of a heat-
wave or a heatwave declara-
tion and does not mitigate the
deadliness of high heat in ad-
vance and in contexts beyond
climate change. Such inaction
could potentially facilitate a
disaster, risking people’s lives
even before the ambient tem-
perature has crossed legally
recognised thresholds. For ex-
ample, if a doctor concludes a

person died of a heat-related
injury because they could not
ventilate themselves, yet the
weather department has not
declared a heatwave, the per-
son’s family will not qualify to
receive the ex-gratia solatium
in the new policy. That is, the
policy will not help catch in
advance the same people who
are likelier than others to be
injured or killed during a
heatwave.

On a related note, if a per-
son dies during a (declared)
heatwave, the ambient heat it-
self will be less responsible for
stressing an individual than
the heat interacting with pre-
existing vulnerabilities and co-
morbidities. At the least, the
Tamil Nadu health depart-
ment should clarify the inte-
raction between high heat and
comorbidities and which of
the latter might disqualify fa-
milies from receiving the
solatium.

Finally, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment has adopted a cli-
mate change mission that
could address some of the an-
thropogenic components res-
ponsible for aggravating heat-
waves. But actions to mitigate
climate change and to adapt to
a future with it are long-term,
whereas keeping a heatwave
from being deadlier has many
short-term solutions such as
better urban planning, im-
proving access to green spac-
es, better enforcement of
working conditions in the in-
formal sector, etc.

For now, the gratuitous re-
lief is effectively a self-im-
posed penalty on the State’s
failure to lower its people’s
vulnerability to heat injury
during a declared heatwave,
at the expense of the State Dis-
aster Response Fund. Tamil
Nadu will miss the forest for
the trees if it does not expand
the policy in the future to in-
clude its implicit long-term
responsibilities.

other causes of hyperthermia.
ot @ wafda #iab &1 @Aee 3Tw araEei auaAR F e F sfagw 3R e
TERYTFAT FRON I I W F HYR W /AT A1 B

e The policy aims to help the State catch those whose risk exposure the State has not
been able to mitigate in time.

A FT 3T TST F 3 NI FT qaT dMA F AGE FT ¢ oy Af@s &t

ST AT W HH o A T&TH ¢ g qahrl
e The goal should be to reduce the number of people requiring such interventions
altogether.

T g g A1eT fF W@ gEaaial A maRTSwar arer dEn A FEAr F g WE @
FH FaT 0|

e The policy limits itself to the consequences of a heatwave and does not mitigate the
deadliness of high heat in advance.
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T.N. Heatwave Policy is
Only a Start

dffrererg A1 dedq Afa
s qreama @

. In October, the Tamil Nadu
government notified extreme heat as a
State-specific disaster.

IrFea’ H, aAffaarg PR A it
# Usg-faflse amver & v # sfvgRa
&

. The decision allows those at risk of
heat-related morbidity or mortality to avail
institutional mechanisms and recompense in
the event of a deadly heatwave.

g Aot 3 aet & el @ et

A a1 A F e F T F A
TEITT oF AR AITAS FT AT YT
&Tar §

. The policy lacks sanctions for failure
to act or insufficient measures.

A & F15@E F RAeear ar g
gt & T F1§ &g a6t #
. Heat-related deaths are diagnosed

based on the history of exposure to high
ambient temperature and the exclusion of
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AfT g 1 dicda & aRomAT aF AT F T AR 379 W fr g T F ES
¥ A TE HIA

e |If a person dies due to heat-related injury before a heatwave is declared, they won’t
qualify for the ex-gratia solatium under the policy.

I A wFa icdg fRT A ¥ gg ol ¥ GEfOT W F FROT A F@r § A
3 Afa & aga faRea Fe@ar & uiT Ag g

e The interaction between high heat and comorbidities should be clarified by the health
department.

ALy fsmer 1 3T 7t 3R - F AT gervaed ® Tase w1 AifRu|

e« The Tamil Nadu government has adopted a climate change mission that could address
some components responsible for aggravating heatwaves.

daffiees WER & & Jaag WNada A N g § S diedd N o F
fOFAeR & geal F FAAT FT FFHaT B
e Long-term actions to mitigate climate change and adapt to it are required, but short-term

solutions like urban planning and better enforcement of working conditions are also
needed.

Fearg aRaded F FH 6 AR F0F Iqwad & fav ddwrfas BFae smaas €
afrer gl deen 3 FF Rufaal A dgaw an] F@ X arcwEfas g o
FeTF

e The current policy is a self-imposed penalty on the State’s failure to lower vulnerability
during a heatwave.

FIATT ANy oF Ta-AfT &3 § N dicdg F R Usw Y AEaar & F7 & &
T 2

e Tamil Nadu must expand the policy in the future to include long-term responsibilities.

afersg A sfasy 7 Aify w1 RAear @ TR @ifF ddwfes SetaRar affe
$ I FHI
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he Jharkhand Mukti Mor-

cha-led INDIA bloc had

won the Scheduled Tribes-
reserved seats in Jharkhand in the
Lok Sabha election decisively but
lost the rest of the nine out of the
14 constituencies in the State.
Clearly, to retain the Assembly, it is
striving to increase its support
beyond just tribal voters. For the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led NDA, its
vice-versa.

In the Assembly, 28 seats are re-
served for Scheduled Tribes, while
44 are open for general competi-
tion. Nine seats are reserved for
Scheduled Castes. In this analysis,
past votes are recalculated based
on the alliances formed for the
2024 Assembly election: the J]MM-
led alliance, which includes the
Congress, CPI(ML)(L), and RJD,
and the NDA alliance, comprising
the BJP, AJSU, JD(U) and LJP (RV).

Tables 1A, 1B, and 1C show a
comparison of the past voting pat-
terns including the 2024 Parlia-
mentary elections and the As-
sembly elections in the years 2019
and 2014, among various seat
types. The table lists the vote share
and the seats/Assembly segments
won/led. The JMM-led alliance’s
vote share in tribal seats increased
marginally from 42% to 43% bet-
ween the 2014 and 2019 State
polls, and further rose to 49.6% in
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, which
was fought after the arrest of Chief
Minister Hemant Soren in a cor-
ruption case — he was released on
bail later. The vote share secured
in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls is the
highest the alliance got in the tri-
bal seats even if the comparison is
extended to the 2014 and 2019 Par-
liamentary elections.

However, among non-reserved
seats, the JMM-led alliance’s vote
share has remained stagnant at
around 35%, while that of the NDA

M
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has increased from 37% to 42%
between the 2014 and 2019 As-
sembly polls and even higher to
51.5% in the recent Lok Sabha
polls. As noted before, the calcula-
tions are based on present allianc-
es.

The gap between the voting
preferences of ST and non-ST vo-
ters has widened over the last
three elections. It is to be seen on
the results day whether the gap
has widened or narrowed in the
2024 State polls.

Also, notably, the JMM-led coali-
tion has shown weakness in the
nine seats reserved for Scheduled
Castes, failing to win any in the
2014 Assembly election. Even in
the 2019 State polls, when the BJP
contested without alliance partn-
ers, the JMM-led coalition man-
aged to secure only three of these
seats. In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls,
they led in none of the segments
reserved for SCs.

A region-wise breakdown of
past vote shares reveals a more
nuanced picture of tribal voting
patterns (Tables 2A, 2B, 2C).
Among the five regions — Kolhan
(14 seats), North Chotanagpur (25),
Palamu (9), Santhal Parganas (18),
and South Chotanagpur (15) — the
first and the last are dominated by
seats reserved for STs. In Kolhan
64% of seats are reserved for STs,
73% in South Chotanagpur, and
39% in Santhal Pargana.

In the 2014 Assembly polls, the
JMM alliance was weaker in the
South Chotanagpur region secur-
ing only three seats, which im-
proved to eight seats in the 2019
State polls and to eleven segments
in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. In the
Kolhan region, the JMM alliance’s
vote share has remained stagnant
at around 43%, while the NDA has
increased its vote share from 37%
to 39% between the 2014 and 2019
Assembly polls and even further to
46.6% in the Lok Sabha polls.

Clearly, the Kolhan region is key
for NDA if it is planning to secure
more tribal seats, while JMM
would want a repeat of the 2019
polls in the region.

-
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Tribal, non-tribal
divide apparent in
Jharkhand in recent
polls

SIREs # gifedn
Teral A Jfeardr
3R d-anfear
ICE Gl LT

o The Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha-led INDIA bloc won the
Scheduled Tribes reserved seats
in Jharkhand in the Lok Sabha
election decisively but lost the rest
of the nine out of the 14
constituencies in the State.

#REs Fidd At (JMM) F agea
aret INDIA 8atel 3 IRES &
AFHIT FoAtal A YRS ST
(ST) & IRfara "Hel W [Augs
s gif@e A, AfheT =T Fr 14
et & F IET 9 AE §R T+

. Clearly, to retain the
Assembly, JMM is striving to
increase its support beyond just
tribal voters. For the NDA, its vice-
versa.

Tgse ¥ F, A9 # g0
WA & fAv, Vv RF anfear
Adgramt & W A9 FHAYA qE
T FAA FT W &1 NDA F AT
gHST 3e¢T ¢l
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Awidening divide

The data for the tables were sourced from Lok Dhaba, Chief Electoral Officer of Jharkhand, and the Election Commission of India
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A trip to the polls: Votersin Dhanbad, Jharkhand wait in queues to cast votes at a polling station during the second and final
phase of Jharkhand Assembly election.
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In the Assembly, 28 seats are reserved for Scheduled Tribes, while 44 are open for
general competition. Nine seats are reserved for Scheduled Castes.

~faurerasr &, 28 €€ eqfAa Faenfaat (ST) F AT IrfEa § afe 44 awrey
yfaeaet & v gelr &) @t € s snfaat (sc) & fw smfara &)

The JMM-led alliance’s vote share in tribal seats increased marginally from 42% to
43% between the 2014 and 2019 State polls, and further rose to 49.6% in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls.

IJMM & Aqed aTer oaes F1 feardt @et # aie 9w 2014 3R 2019 TsT Ferrat
F I 42% F deHT 43%§'31T,3ﬂTﬁW 2024 SFHAT FATal F 49.6% dF T¢ IAT|

However, among non-reserved seats, the JMM-led alliance’s vote share has
remained stagnant at around 35%, while that of the NDA has increased from 37% to
42% between the 2014 and 2019 Assembly polls and even higher to 51.5% in the
recent Lok Sabha polls.

graifer, -IRfEa diet #, IMM & Aqea aret Tsaus F1 dle AT FMHT 35% T
P @1, S1af NDA #1 ate =X 2014 3 2019 Reurarae gomat & @fT 37% &

TFHT 42% g3 AR gfar shehwsm gl # I® AR TGH 51.5% g 4TI
The gap between the voting preferences of ST and non-ST voters has widened over the
last three elections.
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ST 3R R-ST AderaEt F AT yafPAwFaEt & fiT saw Red d@a gaet § g
T gl

e The JMM-led coalition has shown weakness in the nine seats reserved for
Scheduled Castes, failing to win any in the 2014 Assembly election.

IMM & Aqed dTel Toats & Iqqfaa snfaal F v sRfEa &t @it F Faer
vedier faram &, 2014 Raumerwsm goma F ot @ 15 ot e ad Sha 7%

e Aregion-wise breakdown of past vote shares reveals a more nuanced picture of tribal
voting patterns.

T & ale W FT AR Qe anfearedt afdor deot 1 v fs gawr R

YA FIT 8

e Inthe Kolhan region, the JMM alliance’s vote share has remained stagnant at
around 43%, while the NDA has increased its vote share from 37% to 39% between
the 2014 and 2019 Assembly polls and further to 46.6% in the Lok Sabha polls.

“ehlegled &1F H, IMM ISaeT T ale AT ST9T89T 43% W TR T@T g, STafh NDA ot
2014 3R 2019 Remargem gamat F @i 9 de W F 37% F T 39%
3R HTHAT oAl H FH TEThR 46.6% FI oI

¢ The Kolhan region is key for NDA if it is planning to secure more tribal seats, while
JMM would want a repeat of the 2019 polls in the region.

**ehleglel &9 NDA & T Hgcaqul § S a8 3 anfeard @i g1fde & &
AT T T &, T IMM 38 & 7 2019 gaaral A geRgRr amgar B

Website: patrioticias.in
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www.patrioticias.in

Should packaged food content be labelled?
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What does the report published by the Access to Nutrition Initiative state? How does a health star rating system work? Why have non-communicable
diseases become so common in India? Can front-of-pack labelling help?

EXPLAINER

Zubeda Hamid

The story so far:
new report published by
Access to Nutrition Initiative
(ATNi) a non-profit global
foundation, has found that
leading food and beverage (F&B)
companies, on average, sell products that
are less healthy in low-and-middle income
countries (LMICs) compared to what they
sell in high-income countries (HICs). This
report, which is the fifth edition of the
‘Global Access to Nutrition Index’, states
that it assessed 30 of the world’s largest
F&B manufacturers — 23% of the global
F&B market — on their performance to
improve access to nutritious foods.

What were the report’s findings?

The report analysed 52,414 products —
including those from popular brands such
as Nestle, Pepsico, Unilever, Coca-Cola
and Hershey among others — using a
health star rating system.

Under this system products are ranked
out of 5 on their healthiness, with 5 being
the best, and a score above 3.5 considered
to be a healthier choice. The system
assesses components of food considered
to increase risk (energy, saturated fat,
total sugars and sodium) and offsets these
against components considered to
decrease risk (protein, fibre and fruit,
vegetable, nut and legume) to calculate a
final score that is converted to a star
rating. The ATNi report found that
‘portfolio healthiness’ was found to be
lowest in LMICs, highlighting disparities
in products offered across different
markets. Food product healthiness in
LMICs scored much lower — 1.8 on the
system — than in HICs where it scored 2.3.
Only 30% of companies have
demonstrated a strategy to price some of
their ‘healthier’ products affordably for
lower income consumers, the report
found. It also found that in LMICs,
micronutrient data were available for a

Nutritional Facts
Serving size (3009)

smaller proportion of products as
compared to those in HICs.

Is this the first time?

This is not the first instance of such a
finding: in April this year, a report by
Swiss NGO, Public Eye and the global
coalition International Baby Food Action
Network (IBFAN), found that Nestle’s
baby food products sold in India as well
as in African and Latin American
countries, had higher sugar content
compared to the same products sold in
European markets. While Nestle denied
this, the Central government asked the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) to initiate “appropriate
action” against Nestle.

Why is this of significance in India?
India is staring at a Non-Communicable

GETTY IMAGES

Disease (NCD) burden of epic proportions
— an estimated 10.13 crore Indians have
diabetes, and as per National Family
Health Survey 5 data, obesity stands at
24% among women and 23% among men.
At the same time, undernutrition,
anaemia and micronutrient deficiencies
continue to remain pressing problems.

A large chunk of the NCD burden,
experts say, has to do with diets changing
over the past few decades and becoming
unhealthier. Citing the Indian Council of
Medical Research’s (ICMR) dietary
guidelines, published in April this year,
the Economic Survey of India 2023-24
noted that 56.4% of the total disease
burden in India is due to unhealthy diets.
The ICMR report had said the upsurge in
the consumption of highly processed
foods, laden with sugars and fat, coupled
with reduced physical activity and limited

access to diverse foods, exacerbate
micronutrient deficiencies and
overweight/obesity problems.

Another significant issue here is
affordability: as per UN data over 50% of
Indians cannot afford a healthy diet. At
the same time, Indian government data
reveals that households’ expenditure on
processed food as a proportion of their
food expenditure has risen, says
development economist Dipa Sinha.

What about food package labelling?
India is a party to the World Health
Assembly (WHA) resolutions, one of
which is a resolution on marketing of
foods and non-alcoholic beverages to
children, highlighting the need to protect
children from harmful marketing of junk
foods. In 2017, India launched the
National Multisectoral Action Plan for
Prevention and Control of Common
NCDs, 2017-22 (NMAP). However, there
has been very little progress made to
address front-of-pack labelling of food.

Activists have, for years, been pushing
the government to bring in regulations for
front-of-package labelling of foods that
would indicate high sugar, fat and sodium
content. A draft notification: Food Safety
and Standards (Labelling & Display)
Amendment Regulation 2022 was brought
in, but has made no headway in two
years, says Arun Gupta, convener,
Nutrition Advocacy for Public Interest
(NAPi). Studies have shown, Dr. Gupta
points out, that labelling on the front of
packaged food is effective: in Chile and
Mexico for instance, the consumption of
sugary beverages decreased after such
mandatory labelling.

An analysis by NAPi of 43
advertisements of pre-packaged food
products and their composition revealed
that these foods were high in one or more
nutrients of concern such as saturated fat
etc. “Policymakers and governments
should introduce mandatory policies. To
date, voluntary efforts by companies have
been insufficient to ensure widespread
and strong nutrition-related
performance,” the ATNi report states.

Should packaged food content be labelled?

T YFos WGH AT A ddd fFar = afge?

¢ A new report published by Access to Nutrition Initiative (ATNi), a non-profit global
foundation, found that leading food and beverage (F&B) companies, on average, sell
products that are less healthy in low-and-middle-income countries (LMICs)
compared to what they sell in high-income countries (HICs).

& @§ RAIE S Access to Nutrition Initiative (ATNi) GaRT Y&H1fIa &t 71§ §, A wh
I-emarerlt ARaF wear § A wrr B vgw @y R 97 (F&B) Fufadr, stade, w4
TIET 37U Juht § e 3 wemer-amy 9@ & (LMICs) &, Jererm 7 3ea-3ma

arer g2l (HICs) & HFaa|
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Anew report published by
Access to Nutrition Initiative
(ATNi), a non-profit global
foundation, has found that
leading multinational food and
beverage companies, on
average, sell products that are
less healthy in low-and-middle
income countries (LMICs)
compared to what they sell in
high-income countries (HICs).

v

An analysis by NAPi of 43
advertisements of
pre-packaged food products
and their composition revealed
that these foods were high in
one or more nutrients of
concern such as saturated fat
etc.

v

India is staring at a
Non-Communicable Disease
(NCD) burden of epic
proportions — an estimated
10.13 crore Indians have
diabetes, and as per National
Family Health Survey 5 data,
obesity stands at 24% among
women and 23% among men.
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e This report, the fifth edition of the ‘Global Access to Nutrition Index’, states that it
assessed 30 of the world’s largest F&B manufacturers — 23% of the global F&B
market — on their performance to improve access to nutritious foods.

Ig ROE, ‘Global Access to Nutrition Index’ T UTadl FEHIOT ¢, @A Ia/=T 7147 @
& saa gferar #r 30 wad 9t F&B Fufaal 1 Heawa fhar — ot ARFw FaB
qSR HT 23% ¢ — 3% Nh dedl a9 g JURA $ Teia W

What were the report’s findings?

Raie & sy Far &2

e The report analysed 52,414 products — including those from popular brands such as
Nestle, Pepsico, Unilever, Coca-Cola, and Hershey — using a health star rating
system.

RAE F 52,414 3cqrel F1 Aeawor fFar — WA Nestle, Pepsico, Unilever, Coca-
Cola, 3R Hershey 3t& @1%RT 7138 & 3curg #t anfAa & — health star rating
system &T 3YANT HIH|

e Under this system, products are ranked out of 5 on their healthiness, with 5 being the
best, and a score above 3.5 considered to be a healthier choice.

9 YUITell & d8d, 3cUTGl Y 3eTh FTAFLYTHFAT W 57 & I© fFar amar &, F9d 5
I 3=oT T ¢, 3R 3.5 ¢ FIW FT TR Th &Y RAFeq AT Jar 2

e The system assesses components of food considered to increase risk (energy,
saturated fat, total sugars, and sodium) and offsets these against components
considered to decrease risk (protein, fiber, and fruit, vegetable, nut, and legume) to
calculate a final score that is converted to a star rating.

TE UITelt WIeT vert ¥ geHl F Aeaiwa Fd § O N@HA qon & w9 A A
ST (FT, Hed 9T, Fel AR, AR ARBIA) AR 7 37 weH F @ew wgfaa
A & et SNRAA ge= § & F A6 a1 § (N, R, 3w, giewn,
e, 3t wiown) arfd v sifad TR svrer fFar o 8% O wer W # sqan
ST B

e The ATNIi report found that ‘portfolio healthiness’ was found to be lowest in LMICs,
highlighting disparities in products offered across different markets.

ATNi RalE & grar = fF ‘Aiwifeal Taed’ LMICs # §«9 &d 41, o faffe=s
TR A Qe BT a0 3EE) & T FFAACET FOIGAER FGT g

e Food product healthiness in LMICs scored much lower — 1.8 on the system — than in
HICs where it scored 2.3.

LMICs & @leZ 3curel $I Fareegatiehdl fATed T FH FA THR g3 — 1.8, el
HICs & ThI ThIX 2.3 AT|

e Only 30% of companies have demonstrated a strategy to price some of their ‘healthier’
products affordably for lower income consumers, the report found.

RATE # arar o147 & Shael 30% FAMAT A U FS FEET 3T HT HAT HHA 3T
arer U3t & fOT Iy s e Y wEfa fEs gl

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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It also found that in LMICs, micronutrient data were available for a smaller proportion
of products as compared to those in HICs.

RE # Ig off 9 T/ & LMICs # ASFfeUe 3¢ 3curel & Ush B 36Ul &
foT 3l AT, S&Th HICs H Ig§ SI1er 2Tl

Is this the first time?
FIT I§ Jgoll aX 87

This is not the first instance of such a finding: in April this year, a report by Swiss NGO,
Public Eye and the global coalition International Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN),
found that Nestle’s baby food products sold in India as well as in African and Latin
American countries, had higher sugar content compared to the same products sold
in European markets.

“IE Jgell IR 18T & ST VAT IIT IRT §: 30 ATe 3 A, Uk R garr Raw
A3, Public Eye 3R df?ae& a1aa« International Baby Food Action Network
(IBFAN) & arar & Nestle & St §3 3¢9TG Sl TR o HIU-ATY 3T 3R aArcliedt
IARE e A 9 S §, 39H QR ORI F 9 0 FA Searar Hr Jolr 7 Al
$ AT AHAF A

While Nestle denied this, the Central government asked the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) to initiate “appropriate action” against Nestle.

gTetiteh Nestle 3 §H&T $aR 4T, g EIFR o Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) & Nestle & T&e® 3R FNaE” & F & Tl

Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) Burden in India

Rd A I-Farr AT (NCD) Fr T

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

India is staring at a Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) burden of epic proportions —
an estimated 10.13 crore Indians have diabetes, and as per National Family Health
Survey 5 data, obesity stands at 24% among women and 23% among men.

AR Ueh fermer IR-Fardy Aar (NCD) & ey &7 AHAT X T & — HefAIfia 10.13
FU3 AR AYAT @ N3d ¢, 3R v aRar Fareew aderor 5& 3wt &
3ER, AfgeT3il 7 Arerar 24% 3R oSt 7 23% gl

At the same time, undernutrition, anaemia and micronutrient deficiencies continue
to remain pressing problems.

1Y g1, FUT, G hr FHA (AR 3R qewr v deat fr FA Wi gEEae a1
gS ¢

A large chunk of the NCD burden, experts say, has to do with diets changing over the
past few decades and becoming unhealthier.

faQsat & @R, NCD slgt &7 U 937 BT Uoe $ aeehl # 3R # dgama 3R
3oTeh IETET A & PR
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Citing the Indian Council of Medical Research’s (ICMR) dietary guidelines, published
in April this year, the Economic Survey of India 2023-24 noted that 56.4% of the total
disease burden in India is due to unhealthy diets.

aRehT Riffcar swura aRwe (ICMR) # 3TeR et feRmiaideil &1 garer ad gv,
ﬁwﬁaﬂaﬁwﬁagﬁ,m*mﬁ*ﬁm2023-24#3‘5’3@@%@%

R H ol AT SNST T 56.4% HEAEY TGN & HROT &

The ICMR report had said the upsurge in the consumption of highly processed foods,
laden with sugars and fat, coupled with reduced physical activity and limited access
to diverse foods, exacerbate micronutrient deficiencies and overweight/obesity
problems.

ICMR RUIE 3 &gt a1 a1 T3 3= woEFa @y gardt &1 daa, st D+t ik awrd
W gd § @y & adiieE AR & w4l ik Ry ey gt aw @ifa o,
A NNF deal h1 FAY 3R sfAdrorAe H FHEEn @ gerd gl

Another significant issue here is affordability: as per UN data over 50% of Indians
cannot afford a healthy diet.

Tgl Ueh 3R Agcaqul FHAEAT FEANT & §FFT WS¢ (UN) & 33T & HTAR 50% @
3% HRAT FTET AR FT @I AT 30T Fohd |

At the same time, Indian government data reveals that households’ expenditure on
processed food as a proportion of their food expenditure has risen, says development
economist Dipa Sinha.

Y &Y, AR THRT 33 I8 G § F R 7T J6¥pd @ed W G 37 Ty
T T U BEAT & & H o7 &, [Famrq 372vene a1 fR&ser wadr £

Food Package Labelling
gy Y Aafar
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India is a party to the World Health Assembly (WHA) resolutions, one of which is a
resolution on marketing of foods and non-alcoholic beverages to children,
highlighting the need to protect children from harmful marketing of junk foods.

R faeT T AT (WHA) & J&dral &1 Bear &, a8 ¥ U g geat &1
e AR N-AEEw 97 wert & RA9oe W §, S §F §38 & giiaens Qv &
gedt @ F9 T IMGISAT I ISP HAT

In 2017, India launched the National Multisectoral Action Plan for Prevention and
Control of Common NCDs, 2017-22 (NMAP).

2017 #, 1R o WAA NCDs i qhamar 3R aaor & faw Ieda sgamard s

IST, 2017-22 (NMAP) e |
However, there has been very little progress made to address front-of-pack labelling of
food.

maﬁ,m%ﬁ-mﬁ-hmﬁﬁﬁmmﬁa@wwﬁgé%‘l
Activists have, for years, been pushing the government to bring in regulations for front-
of-package labelling of foods that would indicate high sugar, fat and sodium content.
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Tfrgerar asf @ WER A He-ATh-UFar ddfadr & v @IH o &7 AT R [ 8§,
St e, g 3R @fETE A AT S e

e A draft notification: Food Safety and Standards (Labelling & Display) Amendment
Regulation 2022 was brought in, but has made no headway in two years, says Arun
Gupta, convener, Nutrition Advocacy for Public Interest (NAPI).

e gt IR Aw (dafaer AR Bred) gevue @ 2022 #1 v Al
m@mwww,aﬁmaaﬁﬁsﬂﬁaﬁémaﬁ?%mw,m,
ufed® Sel¥e & fAT Qwor gg=a (NAPI) sgd 2l

o Studies have shown, Dr. Gupta points out, that labelling on the front of packaged
food is effective: in Chile and Mexico, for instance, the consumption of sugary
beverages decreased after such mandatory labelling.

A= o @ §, ST aear aard g, o $¥es wieg gerit W owe Aafar yerre
310l & Torw, fRrelt 3k AfFast &, 0O 3fard Aafeer & o @t Jora 97 1 ot
Tl

e An analysis by NAPi of 43 advertisements of pre-packaged food products and their
composition revealed that these foods were high in one or more nutrients of concern
such as saturated fat etc.

NAPi aRT 43 fasimasit &1 faeevor frar o=, foras d-dass @gg 3euml 3R 306
HeeoT 1 3T fohar I, [ ad g Gerrdm g3 foh ¥ wieg gerd v A st
diye deal i Riar F 3o &, SR oo a4 I

e “Policymakers and governments should introduce mandatory policies. To date,

voluntary efforts by companies have been insufficient to ensure widespread and strong
nutrition-related performance,” the ATNi report states.

‘FfafAdATarst 3R WERT Fr sifAad Aifawr o a1Rv| 39 T, Hefaar & gann
fohv av wifees gl A AT 3N A NYUT-HEH yede gAREd we & fov
gicd g1 fhar € ATNI RaYé sgdr 1

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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How does PM Vidyalaxmi
differ from other schemes?

Does this central scheme cover middle-income students? Does it depend on NAAC and NBA certifications?
Why have a lot of institutions been left out from the list?

Ravina Warkad

The story so far:
n November 6, the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
approved a new Central Sector
Scheme, PM Vidyalaxmi, which seeks to
provide financial support to meritorious
students applying for higher education.
Students will now be eligible to get
collateral-free, guarantor-free loans from
banks and financial institutions to cover
the full amount of tuition fees and other
expenses related to the course.

What does the scheme cover?

The government has said that students
who have gained admission in 860 quality
higher education institutions, as defined
by the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF), are eligible for the

loans. The scheme will potentially cover
22 lakh students, a Ministry of Education
spokesperson said. For students with an
annual family income of up to %8 lakh,
and not eligible for benefits under any
other government scholarship, a 3%
interest subvention for loans up to 10
lakh will be provided during the
moratorium period. The interest
subvention support will be given to one
lakh students every year. Preference will
be given to students from government
institutions who have opted for technical
or professional courses. “An outlay of
3,600 crore has been made during
2024-25 to 2030-31, and seven lakh fresh
students are expected to get the benefit of
this interest subvention during the
period,” the Ministry added.

What about past schemes?
PM Vidyalaxmi differs from previous

PM Vidyalaxmi Scheme
diee facrera# Jeren

(GS Paper II: Government Scheme)

central government schemes in the
number of institutions eligible, mode of
processing of loans, the income cap, and
the amount of money to be disbursed. For
example, students can apply for loans
through the Vidyalaxmi portal, which
simplifies loan applications and has links
to all major public sector as well as

private banks. It also facilitates the
tracking of the loan status.

Moreover, while previous schemes
offered benefits to only low-income
groups, the Vidyalaxmi scheme expands
coverage to middle-income families,
irrespective of other factors such as caste.

For earlier schemes, the eligible
institutions needed to be accredited with
the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) and the
National Board of Accreditation (NBA).
With 820 universities of NAAC and 15,501
colleges, along with 3,348 NBA

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

institutions, the total was about 20,000
institutions. However, under Vidyalaxmi,
only institutions with NIRF ranks are
eligible. This means that the scheme will
be applicable to all government and
private institutions ranked within the top
100 in NIRF rankings in the overall list as
well as all institutions in the
category-specific and domain-specific
lists. Professor O R S Rao, Chancellor,
ICFAI University, Sikkim, who helped to
compile the list of universities eligible for
the scheme, says the list does not feature
860 unique institutes as some are ranked
in multiple categories. An institute has to
register for the ranking as a prerequisite
to feature in the rankings. While some
institutions apply to a single category,
some others apply for multiple categories
and hence feature on more than one list.

What are the implications?

Rankings are now becoming more and
more important with loan eligibility being
conditional on them. As this scheme
significantly reduces the number of
eligible institutions, the stakes of
performing well in higher education
entrance tests just got higher. Banker
Thomas Franco said that this makes it
difficult for students who do not have
excellent marks to avail the loan. Banks
may charge higher rates of interest for
other institutions or straight away reject
them if they don’t have a good rank.

On November 6, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approved a new Central Sector Scheme, PM
Vidyalaxmi, which seeks to provide financial support to meritorious
students applying for higher education.

6 TGEY Y, TUTTHAA A% AW AT 3egaTar H FT Fae F vh a3
o 8 deen, frva g, # #ed &, Saer sege
yfasmemel st # 3vw e & v Ry ag™ar veeT #er §

¢ Students will now be eligible to get collateral-free, guarantor-free loans from banks
and financial institutions to cover the full amount of tuition fees and other expenses
related to the course.

379 O FIATA-HFd, MNEI-HFA FOT TICcl Fal o ITT o, i dr Y G gt
O 3R 3= @t i Fax FEr
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e What does the scheme cover?
FISTET AT FHaT FIAT 82

¢ The government has said that students who have gained admission in 860 quality
higher education institutions, as defined by the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF), are eligible for the loans.

THR o el ¢ & B il 860 Joraer arell 3= A& FEAm=t 7 gaer gred w7 goh
g, S AereTe e e $Had (NIRF) g@rT akenfa €, 3 ®or ured & &
qrT g

e The scheme will potentially cover 22 lakh students, a Ministry of Education
spokesperson said.

otelT FHITAT 9 T 22 a1 STET HT Hal S, o a1 T RNer dI6T F v gaadr

T gl

e For students with an annual family income of up to Z8 lakh, and not eligible for benefits
under any other government scholarship, a 3% interest subvention for loans up to 210
lakh will be provided during the moratorium period.

¥8 AT® deh 1 aIf¥er aiRaer 31 arel ®E & fag, 3k af 3 37wl
SRl & dgd o & 9T 81 g, of T10 A& ofeh & FUT T 3% SATST Wiewst Yalel
&1 Sreel, S ARIRTH 3rafer & el e gef

e The interest subvention support will be given to one lakh students every year.
YAF a¥ U A1 STHEl P sIs] ledsl Tgrddm & Saaf|

e Preference will be given to students from government institutions who have opted for
technical or professional courses.

TIHRT FEATAL o BT T IATARAT &7 SN [Segiol ahetiehl AT TATR ISTFH Iol
gl
e An outlay of 3,600 crore has been made during 2024-25 to 2030-31, and seven lakh

fresh students are expected to get the benefit of this interest subvention during the
period.

2024-25 @ 2030-31 d& U ¥3,600 FUT F 37dce hdT 34T &, 3R 39 3@y # aa
G AT ST Hl 3T sITST Aledar &l o1e Helel &1 37571G &l

e What about past schemes?
R o=t & TR & F417°

e PM Vidyalaxmi differs from previous central government schemes in the number of

institutions eligible, mode of processing of loans, the income cap, and the amount
of money to be disbursed.

PM faezraes Mool S TRART AT F I =T Y TEIT, FOT THEHIT
&1 fafer, amr e, 3R Ofr fAaRa &= 7 e g

e For example, students can apply for loans through the Vidyalaxmi portal, which
simplifies loan applications and has links to all major public sector as well as private
banks.

3areXoT & fov, o fRgareaed qiéa & Aegd & HOT & fU a6 X Fad g, S
HOT TSl &I Tl Sollal & 3R ot 9@ adaTfaien &9 & y-ary s daf &
o eteT e g1
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e Moreover, while previous schemes offered benefits to only low-income groups, the
Vidyalaxmi scheme expands coverage to middle-income families, irrespective of
other factors such as caste.

gH& T, STafeh ol A3 F dHae fe=-3mr wHgh 1 ameT yereT o,
fagaraes A= ALH-31T ek IRERT 1 T 1 FEAR A &, T8 3T FRHT
S Sfa & IS ek TG g

e For earlier schemes, the eligible institutions needed to be accredited with the National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) and the National Board of
Accreditation (NBA).

R T3 & U, o TTUET #f Agad VAT Us Thiseesd FB3AT (NAAC)
IR AATT A AT THiZEAT (NBA) & HEIAT IS BTl TaeTeh AT

e With 820 universities of NAAC and 15,501 colleges, along with 3,348 NBA
institutions, the total was about 20,000 institutions.

NAAC & 820 faafagarearat 31X 15,501 #ferat & &1, 3R 3,348 NBA H¥I&T & A1Y,

ol TSI 20,000 HEATT |
e However, under Vidyalaxmi, only institutions with NIRF ranks are eligible.
greliten, faeaTera#y & ded shad NIRF {& arel §EUT & 97 £

e This means that the scheme will be applicable to all government and private
institutions ranked within the top 100 in NIRF rankings in the overall list as well as
all institutions in the category-specific:and domain-specific lists.

SHHT AT ¢ & Aatar NIRF Ifer & efq 100 & ¥F frw arw @it avarY 3 fsh
HEYTAT O 9] el @i g AvN-fa 3R SA-faew it & | deurer anfae
ghar|

e What are the implications?
HS F4T IO g

¢ Rankings are now becoming more and more important with loan eligibility being
conditional on them.

3 ¥Rher 3t & 3O AgcaqoT &1 W § it ®or amar 37 W R et

e As this scheme significantly reduces the number of eligible institutions, the stakes of
performing well in higher education entrance tests just got higher.

qfer Tg ATl 9T HEAEAT A HEAT H Agedqul & F Gerdl §, 3o 8w gaer
qeToT F 3 U fr gia 3 31w F¢ IS B

e Banker Thomas Franco said that this makes it difficult for students who do not have
excellent marks to avail the loan.

458 gTAw IR A FeT fh TE 3T BHET F AT HOT YIod HEAT HIRBA &1 Gl §
fSiesh 37 3cpse o1 &

e Banks may charge higher rates of interest for other institutions or straight away reject
them if they don’t have a good rank.

d 3T AT & U 3= AT & TG Thd © AT 3o¢ Y IEARR HT Fohd &
g 3 IrE 3T Y& E gl
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bent,
Mridul.

The Hindu Bureau

The President on Wednes-
day appointed Justice D.
Krishnakumar Chief Jus-
tice of the Manipur High
Court following the supe-
rannuation of the incum-
Justice Siddharth

Justice D. Krishnakumar

Contact Number: 9971932488

Justice Krishnakumar
is new Chief Justice of
Manipur High Court
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Prime Minister proposes seven key pillars to
strengthen ties between India, ‘CARICOM’

|GS Paper II: India-South America |

[PCs
GEORGETOWN (GUYANA)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday pro-
posed seven key pillars to
strengthen ties between
India and ‘CARICOM’ as he
held talks with the Carib-
bean partner countries fo-
cusing on areas such as
trade, technology and tou-
rism among others.

Mr. Modi, who arrived
in Guyana on Wednesday —
the first visit by an Indian
head of the State in more
than 50 years, made the re-
marks as he joined leaders
from the Caribbean partn-
er countries for the second
India-CARICOM  Summit
here. They discussed ways
to strengthen ties in areas

Narendra Modi receives a warm welcome from Guyana President
Mohamed Irfaan Ali on his arrival, in Georgetown on Wednesday. ANI

such as economic coopera-
tion, agriculture and food
security, health and phar-
maceuticals, and science
and innovations.

During the summit, Mr.
Modi proposed seven key
pillars to strengthen ties
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between India and
‘CARICOM’.

Mr. Modi also said that
“to promote five Ts —
trade, technology, tou-
rism, talent and tradition,
an online portal could be

made to connect the priv-

ate sector and stakehol-
ders of all countries.”

“India is moving ahead
in the SME [small and me-
dium enterprises] sector.
During the India-CARICOM
meeting last year, we had
announced a grant of one
million dollars for SME sec-
tors. We should focus on its
implementation now,” Mr.
Modi said.

CARICOM Heads of Go-
vernment and the Prime
Minister last met in 2019
on the margins of the 74th
Session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly
(UNGA), where they dis-
cussed cooperation modal-
ities in renewable energy
and climate change
through a $150 million cre-
dit line from India.

During the summit,
Guyana President Irfaan
Ali said, “[I want to] thank
you and people of India for
your selfless attributes
when you delivered to this
region the first set of vac-
cines during the COVID
pandemic.”

According to the Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA), there are around
3.2 lakh people of Indian
origin in Guyana.

The Prime Minister ar-
rived here from Brazil
where he attended the
G-20 Summit and also met
with global leaders, includ-
ing U.S. President Joe Bi-
den, French President Em-
manuel Macron and U.K.
Prime  Minister  Keir
Starmer.



